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Mrs. Doxoray' $ Account of berſelf. 


C1 H AD given yery great atten- 
I tion to Mrs, Mary's Ntory, 
SAS 20d Mrs. Dorothy, who with 
me had been the only auditer, told her, 
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that ſhe had received a great deal of la- 
tis faction; for, ſaid ſhe, tho' I have for- 


merly heard many of your particular ac- 
tions, yet | never received a perfect ac- 


count "till now. _ Nay, ſaid Mrs. Mary, 


this acceunt is far from being perfect, 
and is only ſuch paſſages as I eould at pre- 
ſent call to mind, but indeed they are the 
moſt remarkable, and by them you may 
gueſs at the reſt. 


I was very well pleaſed with what I 
had heard, and being likewiſe deſirous to 
be acquainted with the adventures of Mrs, 
Dorothy, requeſted her to relate them to 
"Cc, Which ſke cid, as followeth, 


OLD friend, ſaid ſhe, to me, you have 
great occaſion to love and reſpett me, for 
the great love I haye borne to your”: 
memery z for after your departure from 
my fathei's houſe, I was very much af- 
f.ctcd for z our abſence, fol 1 verily be- 
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lieved you intended marriage to me, as 
you proteſted, and though my father and 
mother had often doubted the reality of 
your intentions, eſpecially aſter you hal 
ſo vawerthily left me, yet I ſtill perſuad- 
ed them, that you would return. 


You know well enough, that my ſa- 
ther was not ignorant of our privacy, he 
having ſurpriſed us in the manner he did, 


and you then promiſed to make me a- 
mends by marriage, but time ſhewe | 
How much I had been miſtiken, and my 


belly ſwell'd ſo, that my mother declared 
I was with child. 


I was very melancholick upon the oc» 
cafion, but my mother endeavoured to 
comfort me, for being her only child, 
ſhe was very fond of me, and knowing 
that what was paſſed could not be reme- 
died, ſhe took all the pains ſhe could ta 
conceal the knowledge of my misfortune, 
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and prevent it being talked of in the 
neighbourhood; wherefore, at her defire 
I kept within doors, pretending fickneſs, 
which indced was not wholly counter- 
feited, for my grief for your abſence 
made me far frem being well. Ia this 
condition I remained 'till my time was 
up, and then I was delivered of a fine 
boy, which was no ſooner born, but it 
was ſent to a little town at three miles 
diſtant to be nurſed, by a woman whom 
my mother had provided for that pur- 


pole. 


As ſoen as I had lain- in my menth, I 
went over to ſce the child, the ſight of 
which put me too much in mind of the 
father, and 1 was then again ſenſibly af+ 
41, ted at your abſence. I thought that 
even in that carly infancy, there was 
ſuch a reſemblance of my beloved de- 
ceiver, that I kiffed the child again and 
again, net only for its own, but ſor the 

| ſake 
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ſake of the father, I ſoon recoverd my 
health and complexion, and, as ſome 
thought, was handſomer than before, ſo 
kaving two humble ſervants, who courted 
me while a maid, but had forborne vifi - 
ting me, on account ef my illneſs, they 
now renewed their ſuit, but if I had 
ſome diſlike to them before, I could not 


now endure their company, they were 


ſuch abſolute hobbinols. But my father 


and mother, who were wiſer than I. preſ- 
ſed me to wake choice of one of them 
for & huſband, alledging that you would 
never return, and that it would be very 
neceſſary for me to bellow myſelf is time. 
"his difſcoucſe much diſturbed me, and J 
was ſo often treubled with my ſuitors, 
and vexed by my father 4nd mother's im- 
portunities, that I relolved to quit both; 
and therefore purpoſe. to go to London, 


that I might put an end to all further lo- 
4icr atious, 6 


In 
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Ix purſuance of this reſolution, I fitted 
myſelf with all neceſſaries, and that I 
| might not whol'y diſtract my pareats, by 
wy thus leaving them, I wrote a letter 4 
of excuſe, and Jeft it for them, and fo 1 
walking to the next great town, attended 3 
the coming of the ſtage coach, and in 
that got me a place for Londen, | 
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| I continued for ſome time in the inn, 

| 7 IE where the coachman ſat me down with 

3K the reft of his paſſengers; but knowing 

it would be impeflible for me to continue 

8 long there, I got acquaiated with the 

' | maid of the houfe, and told my tale to 

| her as well as I could, ſhe underſtand- 

ing that I was willing to go te ſerviccy 

and wanted a place, enquired into my 
abilities, I told her that J could few, 

vaſh, ſtarch, and do moſt neceflary 
things required of an houſe maid. This 

wench ſoon procured me a place in a 1 
houſe, that entertained many loJ1gers, 1 
Iſpent 
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I ſpeat a quuter of a year's time very 
privately and honeſtly in this ſervice, but 
then our houſe being full of lodgers, one 
of them caſt a wanton eye on me, and? 
being well pleaſed with my face, began 


* 
nr, ery 2 — — -— 0 * 


to court me very familiarly, although I 


at firſt oppoſed him and gave him no 
thing but flights, yet ke ſo managed his 
buſineſs that by preſents, and making uſe 
of opportunities, he at laſt gain'd his ends 


of me, and I again entered the Lis of a 
love combat, 


Hx took many opportunities of ſatis» 
ſying his cefires, not only in the day 
time, but ſometimes we ſpent whole 
nights together; Aud though my maſter 
and miſtreſs did not diſcover any thing of 
the matter, yet another gentleman, who 
was alſo a lodger, and lay in the next 
chamber to my triends, where there was 
but a thin partition, had overheard ſo 
much that hardly any part of our intrigue 
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was unknown to him; and therefore, he 


being as amorous as the other, became 
my fuitor for the like favour, which I 
poſitively deny'd him, for I thought it 
was enough to have to do with one man, 


' and was reſolved to venture no farther, 


but he taking the opportunity of the o- 
ther's abſence, firſt treated me with wine, 
then preſented me with aring ; but all 
would not do, till in p'ain terms he told 
me, that he knew I was not ſo hard hearted 
t0 every one, for Mr. Such a one, naming 
my Friend, could obtain any ſott of 
favour from me. At firſt I deny'd all, 


and ſeem'd ſurpriſed at what he ſaid; but 


how was I confounded when I heard him 
repeat ſome of the very words 'that paſſed 
between us; nay, relate ſome paſlages 
which were not to be heard without bluſh» 
ing. It was in vain for me any longer to 
deny what he had ſuch convincing proofs 
of, and ſo IT was forced to ler him do 


whatever he had à mind to, to bribe him 


do 
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te ſecrecy. And indeed he made bold 


with me as often as he pleaſed, when my 
othcr friend was out of the way. 


I naD now two bedfellows, ſo that T 


could ſeldom lie alone, one of them would 


ſtill beſpeak me, but the fiſt of them did 
not know cf the other. Though it may 
be imagined, that I had ſport enough 
with theſe two, yet it was not long be- 
fore a third man put in likewiſe for a ihare 
with thein, and that was my maſter' bro- 
ther; he was a very pretty yourg man, 
and one whoin I could have liked well 
enough for a huſband, but he looked a 
little higher than to marry a ſervant maid, 
but as a miſtreſs he courted me. Many 


| attempts he made in vaia, but time, that 


bripgeth every thing to paſs, made me 
flexible, and I likewiſe gave him poſſel- 
lion of the thing he defired. He took 
much pleaſure i in my company, and was 
very reſpe & ful to me, often preſenting 

me 


* 1 
me with linen and laces, and ſometimes 
a crown or an angel came from 1:15 pocket 


as well as from the other two, who well 
fed me with money, which 1 ftill pock et- 


ed up; but as I got money, ſo 1 likewiſe 


got ſomething elſe, a great belly, and 
what was the worſt, I knew not which 
of my three friends it properly belong'd 


to, but if I am nct miſtaken it was my 
maſter's brother, | 


Bur I was reſolved the other two 
ſhould help to father it, or elſe pay fer 
it, and therefore | ſoon told them all 
three, as they had occaſion to deal with 
me, in what condition I was, My firſt 
and oldeſt friend wag much troubled at it, 


being, as he thought, the moſt concerned 


becauſe he knew not of any other that had 
to do with me; he was ſome what ſtartled 
at it, left, as he ſaid, his wife ſhould 
come to know it, for he was a married 
man, and altho' his wife ſometimes came 


to 
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to town and would lie wich him, yet he 
would ſometimes before he went to bed 
to her, take his opportunity to have his 
pleafure with me; He, I ſay, was trou- 
bled at the news, but that did not hinder 
us in our purpoſed nights lodging, only 
in the intervals we conſidered what courſe 
to take. At length it was reſolved, that | 
he would provide for me, the time of my 
lying-in, and afterwards for the child; 


And, as an earneſt of what he intended, 


he gave me twenty pounds to provide ne- 
ceſſaries. 


Havine done thus much with my firſt, a 


cuſtomer, I was reſolved to try to get 
ſome what of my ſecond, but he ſtill gave 
me the hearing of what I had to ſay, and 


no more, preſuming on the knoyledge he 
had of what, paſſed between me and my 
firſt gallant, yet he would not advance 
aay thing upon the occaſion, thinking to 
{lp his neck out of the collar, as no 

body 
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body ever knew what trade we carried 
on. 


PeRCElIvING his intention, I was re- 
ſolved to be even with him, and it may 
be, out- wit him, and that he might not 
diſtruſt me, I ſeemed no ways diſſatisſied, 
but gave him as much freedom with me 
as ever, but to carry on my defign, I 
thought good to break the buſineſs te my 
waſter's brother, wherefore I likewiſe ac- 
quainted him with my condition, and 
told him in plain terms that I was with 
child by him: He ceuld not deny the 
fact, nor make any excuſe, not knowing 
of my dealings with the other two; but 
he was likewrſe very much ſurpriſed. 
Doubting he might find ſome way to pu 
me off, I took the opportunity of telling 
him this news when we were in bed to- 
gether, knowing there I ſhould have time 
and convenlency to ſay what I weuld. 


Hs 
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H knew not what to ſay, and indeed 
was very cold with me, and I was forced 
to help him out, for he was then a ſuitor 
to a young Gentlewoman, and was fear- 
full that this buſineſs would hinder his 
fortune; and tho? he loved me well enough 
yet he was anwilling to marry me, and 
ſuppoſing that nothing but marriage 
would content me, he was much troubled, 
and could not tell what anſwer to give 
me; wherefore I was forced to break 
filence, and told him, that as I loved him, 
ſo I would ſhew him ſufficient proofs of 
it, for I would not that my love fhould 
be his ruin, as I knew it would if the 
world knew what had paſſed between us, 
and tho' nothing could ſo well ſatisfy me 
as marrying him, yet 1 would be contents» 
ed to wave that, and propoſe ſomething 
elſe for a ſatisfaction, Ay, ſays he, if 
that can be done, propoſe your own terms 
and take them. hearing him th us gene- 
Tous, it was not long e're we concluded 
Vor. III- C upon 
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upon terms; which were theſe: That 
he ſhould give me twenty pounds down, 
tobearmy charges in the time of my lying= 
in, and if the Child lived, he would give 
fifty pounds more to any perſon whom 
would appoint to take the child, 'and 
provide for it. Theſe terms I was well 
enough ſatisfy'd with, only conſidering, 
that he would hear of my lying with the 
other, becauſe J intended to diſcover that 
to him, and have his aſſiſtance therein; 
and then I doubted he would ſuſpect me, 
and ĩt may be refuſe to pay the fifty pounds 
when due, therefore I was reſelved to 
have him fecal a bond to ne for payment 
of it, and | urged him to do it out of this 
confideration, that he wag to be married, 
and tho' he now loved me well enough, 
yet when he had a wife he would haply 
flight and forget me, and ſo neglect to pay 
it. He was content to hear my argu- 
ments, and though he always proteſted 2 
continuance of his love to me, in ſpite of 
all 


1 * 


all the wifes in he world, yet he conſented 


to give me the bond according to my 
deſire. b 


Tuvus every ching being agreed on, we 
renewed our pleaſures, and fpent that 
night, as we had done many others : Bur 
when morning came | aroſe, and ſo man- 
aged my affairs, that I got a bond drawn 
that day to me for the payment of fifty 
pounds, in fix months, and with a few 
days after, I alſo received the twenty 
pounds he had promiſed me, 


 Tavs did I order matters with my 
firft and laſt cuſtomers, and gave them 
their uſual ſatisfaftion of coming to bed to 
me as often as they pleaſed, but fer my 


middle cuſtomer I could not bring him to 


any confiderable compoſition, and tho? he 
was the beſt able he offer'd the leaſt, and 
intended to come off withatrifle; however 
I gave him his wonted freedom with me, 


but 


| 
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but refolved ere long to be even with him. 


BernG one night in bed with my ma- 
ſter's brother, and having well pleaſed him 
| he begantotalk of his little hans - in- kelder 
the child in my belly, wiſhing very well 
to it, not doubting in the leaſt but it was 
his own getting, and uſing many expre- 
ſions which ſignified as much: Well, Sir 
{aid I, it is your own, thats certain, bu, 
if I would have been as ſree with others as 
] have been with you, I might have had 
another farther for it; and thereupon I 
told bim how I had been importuned by 
Mr, Such-a-one, his brother's logger, 
and my ſecond bedſellow here, Well re- 
ply'd he, I am the mere beholden to you» 
that yen haye accepted of me rather thea : 
him; but tho? I ain not at all eſfatisfy'd 
at what I have done, Iwiſh he had been 
the father, for yeur ſake as well as 
mine, for you might have compell'd him 
to mar ry you, or at leaſt have got a con- 

ſide table 
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ſiderable ſum of money out of him. As 
for marriage, ſaid I, I doubt I ſhould 
hardly draw him to it, but ſome money I 
mighr get of kim, and would yet if you 
wWow'dt conſent to it and aſſiſt me therein, 
s be anſwered, that in any thing 1 
mould defite he would not be. wantings 
and therefore bade me propound the way? 
ard he would not fail in his affiſtances» 
1 thea told him, that I knew but one way 
to do it, and in that I muſt be a little 
diſloyal to him, which I had no mind to; 
for that matter, ſaid he, you ſhall have 
my conſent, and I think I gueſs your 
meaning, which is, that you agree to 
let him lie with yon, wherefore, ſince it 
will be ſo advantageous to you, let him 
do it, for I am ſure he can do me no great 
wrong; tor notwxghſtanding what he can 
do, the child will be all mine, and of my 


don getting. 
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So it was reſolved between de, that 
ſhould ſuffer my ſecond ſweetheart te 
come to bed to me, and that I ſhould leave 
the chamber door open, that he, riſing 
carly the next morning, upon a pretence 
of buſineſs, might come ia and find us in 
bed together. Our plot being thus laid, 
and my ſecond ſweetheart defiring it, I 
promiſed to come to bed to him about 
midnight, which I did, but my maſter's 
brother knowing of my deſign, was re- 
ſolved to have the firſt of me, and that he 
ſhould only have me at ſecond-hand, and 
therefore cauſed me to lie with him all 
the former part of the night, but mide 
night being paſt, he permitted me to pro- 
cced in my adventure, I was expected by 
my bedfellow, and accordingly entertain» 
ed; but minding the deſign I was about, 
awaked <arly in the morning, and ſo or- 
dered the matter, that my bedfellow like» 
wiſe threw off his drowſineſs to encounter 
with me in our nocturnal paſtime, which 
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when he had done, I began to diſcourſe 
him, reaſoning the caſe with him, and de- 
firing him to reſolve me what he would do 
for me in the condition I was, and what 
proviſion he would make for me. He 
give me but indifferent anſwers, where · 
upon I grew paſſionate with him, and on 
a ſudden the chamber door opened, and 
my maſter's brother entered the room. 
Seeing this | left of ſpeaking, and crouded 
myſelf cloſe down into the bed, pretend« 
ing to hide myſelf, but he coming boldly 
on, bade my bedfellow good morrow, and 
aſking him a queſtion, came nearer, the 
bed-fide, and drawing the curtains, ſaid, 
What have you a bedfcHow 2 No, ſaid 
he, not I: Surely, ſail the other, you 
have, or I am not miſtakea if 1 did not 
hear ſome other tongue than your's; the 
other denied it, but he knew well enough 
what he had to de, ſoon found out where 
my petticoats lay, How, ſaid he, ſurely 
you have a bedfellow, and that a female 
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One; the other being thus ſurpriſed, knew 
not what to ſay, wher-ſore my maſter's 
brother proccedino, faid, c:ptainily I 


+3 
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him, not to acquatnk uy {Gatlcr and 411 
treſs with what he had feen, bu he ſeems 
ing very angry, ſoundly rattied me and 
any bedfellow, and ſaid, this is not the 
firſt time that you two have lain together, 
for I have long ſuſpected and watched 
you, Truly, Sir, ſaid I, this gentleman 
Has long known me, but I pray make no 
more words about it at preſent, and I will 
anon ſatisfy you in every particular, My 
bedfellow, likewife requeſting the ſame, 
he very civilly left us, ſhutting the door 
after him. My bedfellow was much ſur. 
priſed at this accident, and I pretending 
to be ſo too, quickly got on my cloathe, 
and, retuing to my own chamber in a 
kurry, 
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hurry, and leſt him to conſider on what 
had happened. 


I HAD now done my buſineſs, by ha- 
- ving a witneſs of his being in bed with me, 


and fo the next time I ſaw him I boldly 


aſked him what I ſhould do in the affair» 
For, ſaid I, my maſters brother will cer- 
tainly acquaint my maſter and miſtreſs 
with our proceedings, and then I muft 
leave the houſe; but whither to go, 1 
know not, nor who will entertain me, 


He argued that the other; my firſt ſweet- 


heart muſt provide for me; to this I an - 
ſwered, chat I believed he would do ſome- 
what, but he had a wife, and could not 
do as he liſted, whereas he was a ſingle 
man, and rich enough; but he ftill endea- 
vouring to put me off, and throw all up- 
on the firſt; I told him in plain terms, 
that if he continued to talk ig that man» 
ner, I would wholly deny my having any 
dealings with the other, and tho' he 


ſhould 
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ſhould affirm the contrary, he would not 
be believed, being a party concerned, as 
could be proved by my maſter's brother, 
and thercfore he would certainly be judg- 
ed to be the father of the child, and 


would be forced to marry me, or at leaſt 


provide for me and the child. Having 
told him my reſolution, J left him to con» 
der of it, and then my maſter's brother 
came to him, and, to make ſhort between 
us, we brought him to give the ſame ſum 
that my other gallant had. This, ſaid 
Mrs. Dorothy, tbe firſt of my adventures, 
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A continuation of Mrs. Dorothy's ac- 
count of herſelf, Jeremy looſes his 
black wife, and leaves the Indics, 


Thought, continued ſhe, it would be 

the beſt way for me to march off 
with my booty, and hide myſelf in the 
country, Accordingly I took a place in 
a ftage coach, and went to a certain town 
a little above twenty miles from London; 
and had not long been ſet down at the 


inn, where I reſolyed to take up my a- 


bode *till I could provide another lodgings 
but I was ſtrictly eyed by a perſon in a 
female habit, who proved to be one who 
had been long waiting for ſuch a prize as 
I happened to be to her, and underſtand- 
ing my condition, by the obſervations fhe 
made, I was deſired to give her my com- 
pany in a private room, which after ſome, 

ſcruples 
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ſcruples on my fide, ard many intreaties 
on he1's, I at laſt conſented to; and then 
ſhe embraced me in her arms, and pro- 
miſed me a world of fortunate ſucceſs , 
but to be brief, hei deſign was to find 
whether I was with child cr not, and be- 
ing ſatisfied, and partly underftanding 
how 1t came about, ſhe aſſured me, if [ 
would liſten to her I ſhould have golden 
fortune attend myſelf, and a great eſtate 
for my child. Defiring ber to explain 
herſelf, ſhe told me that there was a gen- 
tleman, not far off, well known to her, 
who had been married a dozen years and 
upwards, to a very beautiful, and well 
proportioned gentle womar, yet had no 
fue by ber; and for want of an heir, 
the eſtate after his deceaſe would fall to a 
younger brother, which was a great grief 
to the gentleman, and much more to his 
wife, who knowing me to be a perſon fit 
to be adviſed with in matters of this na- 
ture, often ſent for me to her houſe, 


where 


C -41/) 

here ſome years ſince I eovunfel'd her 
de make trial whether ſhe or her hufband 
wis in fault, in order to which 1 hely'4 
ket at different times to ſeveral tafty 
young gallants, but but all to no purpoſe, 
for ſhe was found barren, and it was cers 
taialy - occafioned by poiſonous Uraughts 


and potions given her by her huſband's 


younger brother; fo finding there is no 
Bkelihood of her having an heir of h 

own body, ſhe has reſolycd to get one 
df another” sto fruſtrate the hopes of this 
wicked brother, and if 1 would conſent 
to it, ſhe told me, my child ſhould in- 
kcrit the eftate. To this, after I had 
conſidered of it, 1 agreed, and therefore 
was Conducted to the gentlewoman, wha 
ſeeing my garb and beauty, took me for 


ſome extraordinary perſon, and could 


not, at firit, be: ie ve that I would condeſ- 
cend to what was propoſed, but being 
ſatisty'd by the old woman, ſhe cramm'd 

Vor. III. "= fein 


— . ⁰ W er —— — 


(689 


| ſeyeral pieces of gold jnto, my. hand, d 
an earneſt of a greater ſum, | and ap- 


pointed me a private lodging, with ne- 
ceſſaries. fit, for. my condition, ,about 2 
mile from her own houſe. And Aill as 
| my belly increaſed, as ſhe had before gle 
| ven out ſhe Was. with: child, ber's: alſo 
| grew big by artificial means; and when 
my throws came upon. me, which ſhe 
| had notice of, the , counterfeited the 
fame, which made her huſband both 
| grieve and rejoice, grieve for the pain he 
| ſuppoſcd his wife erdured, and rejoiced 


_ ——U— ——⁊᷑ —— — 


in the hopes ef a ſon; and no ſooner was | 
! delivered, but the old matron wrapped 
vp my child, and carried it privately to 
the gentlewoman, when lifting vp the 
bed. elvaths, ſhe {fily tumbled it into the 
bed to ber, and wherce it was taken out 
as ain; ſhe pretending to ſuffer all that 
is ofual in ſuch caſes, ard the child being 
a boy, paſſed currently for he1's, to the 
great joy of the huſbard, and the no 
{mall 
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Small diſappoiatment and diſcontent of 
the brother, Who now ſoppoſing that all 
his ſtratagems to prevent ker bearing a 
child, had failed, reſolyed with himſelf | 
t travel. | | 

Now perceiving my child was well 
provided for, no colt being ſpared in nur 
ſex, and having received an hundred gui- 
nets; and ſome other preſents for myſelf, 
I returned to London; but ſhunn'd my 
former; amorous companions, and placed 
myſelf in another ina, where for a time 
I red very reſer ved, but at laſt became 
acquainted/with-tha” perſon,” undet whoſe / 
protection I now am, having ſeen, and 
paſſed through many and various adven- 
tures, in expectation of ſeeing you, on 


whem my firſt love and entire affections 
were macken 


— 


Sun would have ee but was 
interrupted by the coming in of divers 
D 2 ſtrangers. 
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Arangers. I was ſo pleaſed with the; res) 
newing my acquaintance with theſe my 
former miſtreſſes, that I could not but 
wiſh to have more of their company, and 
their ſhip being almoſt laden, I bad fre- 
quent debates with myſelf, whether or 
no I ſhould pack up my all, and embark 
with them for my native country; but 
whillt theſe things were in my head, my 
wife fell deſparately in love with Mrz. 
Mary, and Mrs, Darethy. the two ſup» 
poſed young gentlemeng. and to heighten 
the comedy, though it proved a- trage 
in the end, I perſuaded them to gire wap: | 
to her addrefies a litile, to ſee what 8 
ſhe would make. 


Mr wife was none of * puling 
whining lovers, who, not obtzi doing their 
defires, preſently exclaim againft the ia - 
juſtice of heaven in not granting their 
wilhes, asd growing ſullen to wake a 
mends for their blaſphemy, havg them - 

ſelves 


. 


ſclves or cut their own throats; She. 
had a certain way of courtfhip peculiat 
to herſelf, and a kind of horſeplay in her 
kiſfing, which made a man obliged to 
take great cate that ſne did not now and 
then beat a tooth down his throat, her 
embraces were as ſoft at a bears; ſhe has 
made me ſeveral times cry oh! and theres 
fore her corniih hugs to theſe ſtriplings 
were undoubted:y not very pleaſant. 


Iko nat what kind of rhctorick ſhe 
uſed to per ſuade them, to admit of her 
embraces; but I undi ſtoad ſhe boarded 
them both, at ance, and put them to the 
ſqueak, without uttering a word, and 
had they not fled for it, {he had rantack- 
ed their carcaſſes, to have tried their 
Manhood. | 
„Tuis made them ever after ſhun being 
alone with her, which made her fo mad, 
that when ſhe jaw thein in my compagy, 
27 D 3 1 
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if y , upp medne the, could come at then 


liguosrs began to make them a little cheery 


( 2 


ſhe would njp them by the arms or elle. 
where, her fingers being as bard as à pair 
of pinchers. She was ignorant of the 
way of winning them by preſents, or the 
fabtle tnſinuation of fine words, vars 
niſhed with love and proffers of ſervices; 
ſhe was downright with them, if they 
would not love her, ſhe would ſee whe- 
ther ſhe could make theni; but finding 
they were not to be obliged her way, 
ſhe reſolved te try if drunkenneſs could 
have any good effect upon them; So one 
gay, whilſt I and my new affociates were 
gone abroad to haſten our purpoſes of 
marching off together, ſhe had prepared 
a bowl of punch, with ſeveral other li- 
quors, and ſome finc refreſhing fruits and 
ſweetmeats, and ſtraining herſelf to the 
utmoſt to expreſs her civility and kind- 
neſs, ſhe drank often to them, till at 
laſt perceiviug that the ſtrength of the 


ſhe 


. 


he told them; in as good Engliſh av the 
was miſtreſs of, how much ſhe loved 
renn, that they muſt love her, and that 
the had never cen ſuch pretty white men 
before; with that ſhecaught one of then + 
about the neck, the other fearing the y 
be now diicovered;- endeavoured to at- 
G& her comtade, and ſtsuggled to diſen- 
gage her hands from about her neck; but 
thc being too ſtreng, would not let go 
ber hold, but by main fireagth brought 
ihem both down to the ground |togeruer 
wich her. Py | 


Jos r as my buſineſs calling me home 
I ettered the room, wherein I found my 
ſpouſe at rantura Cautam, with the ſup» 
poſed young men, iuinbling all together 
Promiicouſly, I know. they could not if 
they would, and would not if they coeld 
make me a cuckold; therctore I had no 
eauſe to be angry with any but my 
Chriſtian 3afide!, and yer I had but little 
TO 2 icalon 
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reaſon to be ſo wich her, [conſidering het 
brutiſh nature, and barbarous education; 
however, fe fenfible was ſhe of the injury 
ſhe deſigned me, that taking a dagger 
out of her pocket, that ſhe uſuzlly car- 
tied about her, ſhe would have. ſtabbed 
herlelf had not 1 prevented her, by for« 
cing it out of her bands. I ſaw nothing 


but deſtruction and diſtraction In her 


eyes, and therefore watch'd her narrow- 
ly, that ſhe did not do any miſchief to 
herſelf, or aay one elſe; ſhe ſeeing that 
ſeemed better compoſed, and ſtepping a- 
fide, drawed a ſinall box out of her pock- 
et, which ſhe always made her vade- 
mecum, and was filled with the rankeſt 
poi ſon, ſhe conveyed it into a cup and of-. 
fered to drink to ne, which ſhe would 
have done, had J not. daſh'd it out of 
her hand. She ſeeing me ſo careful of 
her preſcrvation, imagined 'I+ had ao ill- 
will to her, Jo fell upon her knees again, 
and begged of me chat I would Kill her, 
fox 


C 350 

for ſhe deſerved it, or take for my ſatise 
faction as many wives as I pleafed into 

the houſe; and ſhe would not be off-nded 

at it in the leaſt. I told her I would 
have no more wives than ſhe, and that T 

would forgive her this time, fe ſhe would 
never do the like again. 


Sur pow trebled her - diligence at 
home, whilſt 1 exerciſed my wit abread: 
among the Bannians, I invited one of the 
principal home, to a treat, a man of 
vaſt {way and great credit in the country, 
and having acquainted my new correſ- 
pendents, ot fellow eonſpirators at the 
tim eof our meeting, I ordered them to 
appear as ſplendidly as they could, actor - 
ding to the cuſtom of the country, and 


to be able in their expences; all which, 


they! perfarimned ſo well, that they gained: 
a great eſterm with the Bannian, More- 
over L informed him privatcly, that the 
captain, though an interloper, was rev” 

folveg 
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folved not to be behind-hand in lading* 
his ſhip homeward with the beft factor 
in the company, having gold encugh for 
that purpoſe, and that thoſe young men, 
who accompanied him to the Indies, were 
the ſons of Engliſh lords, that had brovght 
with them good ftoreof gold, to ſee this 
country, and lay it out in the commo- 
dities thereof; he harkened to me with 
much attention, and having always had 
a very geod opinion of me, believed 
what I ſaid to be no leſs than truth, and 
therefore defired me, that I would per- 
ſoade-them to let him aegociate their 
affairs for thema This was the thing 1 
defired, which I ſhould have offered him 
had he not-happily prevented me, by his 
own voluntary motion, and to encou- 
rage his willingneſs therein, I whiſpered / 
the captain in the ear aſide, informing 
him, that the Bannian was fully wrought : 
upon, and that now he had net need to 
beat fraught at half credit, as I ſhould 
* manage 


n) 

manage the matter. I defired bim to in- 
vite him abroad the next day, and what 
friends he ſhould think proper to bring 
along with him; which accordingly he 
did, after we hall been ſufficiently merry 
together in my houſe, and though he 
was ſomewhat elderly, yet be was a very 
comely old man, and had wit and heat 
enough te play the good fellow. We 
had To liberally entertained him, and had 
ſo fitted every thing to his humour, tbat 
on his pbing away he ackhbwledgod infte 
nite” ſatis faction, promiſing in return of 
pur civilities, t to do all in his power s 
ſerve us. 


Tur captain ſtopt him ſhort, and 
aid he ſhould be proud of giving bim 
farther marks of his eſteem ſor him, and 
defired the favour of his company aboard 
the next day; the Bannian very readily 
accepted his proffer, for he was a perſon 
| that paid no ſmall regard to his belly, but 
little 


638) 


Bale didihe imagine how deatiy ha wen 
20 pay for his, being treated. Ia ſhott, 
the captain when he was next on boardy 
Bannain tald him, as he had ſo mack 
money, they had many valuable commo+ 
dities that he might command, and ſe 
was very zſüiduqus in getting any thing 
the captain wanted, Whieh he ſent into 
my houſe; and ſametimes the eaptais 
would pay bim ready money for what he 
had, and ſometimes let it alone for threg 
or four days, conveying the things. on 
board at convenient opportunities, con- 
tinuing to treat the Bannian very fres 
quently. 75 


e 
during which time I found my fine wife, 
no!withſtanding all her repentance, ill 
bankering after the two Eu: oc an young 
fellows, as ſhe thovght them, and ap- 
peaiiug mighty reftlels and diſcoatented 

| va 
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dias vench who attended them, to mix in 
the morning, ſome firong poiſon, which 


none ſhould enjoy thoſe beauties, which 
ſhe, miſtaken their'ſex, was [6 enazioured 


<*39/) 5 
dn be dye ſhe fa them not, nay, if they 


came not to her, ſhe would ferret them 


out and be after them, which gaye thein 


fo 6 wack trouble, that at their intreaty, I 
as forced to forbid ker coming at ay 


time where they were. this raiſed ſuel a 


hell in her black breaft, that ſhe never 


refted till ſhe had prevailed upon the in- 


a flaſk 3f perſian wine, their uſual drink ia 


'ſhe herſelf had prepared, reſolving that 


of, and could not poſſeſs herſetf, | 
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Hen kellih plot had ſuch an effet 
that Mrs.” Mary died immedfately, ker 
teeth dropping out firſt; and her hair ant 
nails falling off afterwards; 'the other, 
Mrs. Dorothy, who had not drank 6 
plentifully, was for ſome days deprived 
of ker ſenſes, but died alſo. ſoonꝰ afte6 

Vor. III. — The 


— 


* ＋ —— 


((e 


Nini icked., in ſtrument, the Indian. gul, 
Tube, had perperetie ted theſe, Megkiog 
prderz, flexi to the vd, .where, in. a 

; fexw, days after ,the.was found dead, and 
b lets 959 by wind b-aſls,,. Ap,my 
2 Wis! for. fear of a diſcovery, &iſpatch;d 
2Reſſelt with. the dagger that ſhe uſpalhy 

ernie ahqut bert. I was greatly griexed 

; fox; the. potimely end of theſe two young 

,F omen, whoſe. virgin, ini ocenee 1 had 


eee ass abereby, expoſ. . them ip 
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Avg 7 was er allo, get rid of ; a 1 
19 K. Niffe whom I. hag nevgr Joved, a 


ſo vas ily, determined to. return -to 
my native country ; fo getting all my 
gods ſafc ly on bo 1d, Ich thoſe of nhe 
Daina part. of . which, were. un- 


aid {60,198 ſeuc ral ivher ſorts of mer: 


Fhanesizenhat, l. Jadilately taken vp upon 
adit we, ſet fail, but flill wanting, of 
our dull freight, we went ggg, Sv , ber 
ae Be wall lap v vas juſt arrived; ws 
rar | ol II ,4v BY 


En) 
wy "Font. ladged here, . on” N "ene. 
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w 9910. K. h me 1 in pris ate, w wich when a 


1 WW, 13G 3 a i! 
had ech to, and gone "a Mile aide 
whh him he begath to reproach meat * 

naten 


ifange * rate, calling me bale, © cxzur? 


3 11 10> 
iogratef ul and creacheröus; ; 1 could not 


but be 'a little ſurpriſed at kv unuſu bar, 
compliments, and enquring , Into Us; | 
cauſe of them, I found that this pretty 
young gentleman, to appearance, was 15 
other than Tabitha, my fellow. . 
Won I had got 'with child atm ym 
ſter's, and trepang d, on ard a age 
man, as related in the third ind fourth 


chapters of chis hiſtory of my life, 


7 
L 
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Ar rl 1 bad aſked her pardon; and 2 


ſaid all I could to, excuſe n myſelf, I en- ,, 


quired after "het "adventures ſince I laſt... 
ſaw her. She told me her child died: for 
want of neceflaries. at ſea, and that he 

« E 2 herſelf 


| 


| 
b 
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N Beide was, reduced to ſuch a, low con» 
1 dition, thro? fickneſs and diſcontent, 
cut n perſon would buy her, ſo that the 
maſter, concluding the could not not live 
many days, let her on ſhore to difins 
cumber himſelf of her, where, in her 
languiſhing condition, ſhe found ſo much 
compaſſion from a charitable gentlewo- 
man, as to be received into her houſe, 
and previded for, which again brought | 
her to her ſtrength a and natural complex— 
wn, "infomuch that divers perſons courted 
her, but . being Acfitous to {ce her native 
eobntry, and find me out, if poſſiviey | 
the captain, with whom ſhe now ae, 
prevailed upon her, upon , a promiſe to 
marry her, as ſoon as he came into Eng- | 
land, to accompany him, which ſhe did 
und relying upon that Promiſe, the ſuf- 
teled Mm to enjoy ker; but on his ar- 
rival le plainly told her, he cauld, not 
petforim what lic kad propoſed, by reaſon 
be Nada wife Uving, but that ſhe, not- 


wichſtanding 


(uz) 
fotwithftandidg, 'thould have "tht bet 
Place id his 'affe&ions, and thefedport 
providing her theſe <loaths, ind Al other 
deteffaricz Ne hall” one more adven- 
tured to ſea with him, However, pH 
new proteſtations of conſtancy and real 
Ifr@icn,* and a hearty forrdiv fdr What 
wat paſt, laying it upon! the feat öf th 
maſttt's anger, I prevailed with Rer not 
bn tome "bf Board our Tip) af Wwe 
were ſetring fait; but like wife tts "Bring 
with*her five frufidred fetes if eig K 
box bf rongi Mamonde, aüdtihähy other 
wings of value, tid le we tathe for Eags 
Hud; Geing go! over the bat Gh all but 
Kitt before the Find, not \ithotir Ums 
firing after bs; becauſe we went Withbur 
| leave, we filed before 1 profit rds ga e, 
till we came within ten 14g 66 ' Sf the 
welt of Eüglah y but het a ſtorin Afiſlag 
we wert driven off to fra, and cbufdded 
dandied to and frog tilt The greaxeſt part 
of our in- gotten goods -wete? {poilty- by 
"I E 3 tac 


t 4) 
the ſalt, Tatet, but, that which follewed 
Was Motſe; it ſo happened that at length 
we fell foul.of a rock, which broke eur. 
veſſel, and every, one” HONG: for * 
Nerds X 


„ys böst being loſt in the ſtorm, I 
vu not, Ahle to, take my wiftrgls mich 
me who cried after me for help, but got 
upon a piece of che main-maſt, and com 
mitted myſelf to the guidance of fortune, 
Who: had hithertp at ſea been ſo adverſe to 
me; and ſp for g ſpace of twe days and 
nights, I lay bulling up and down t 
almoſt ſpent; butſo it happened, when 
geath began to flare me in the face, that 
J was taken up by a filher-boat, and fet 
on, ſhore at Southampton, which made 
me fall on my knees, and give praiſe to 
BY dcliverer, proteſting for the future, 
that ! I would live honeſtly, ſeeing ſuck 
dreadful, miſchiefs attended an evil courſe 


E life ; But the nn * 


a 


165 

Hie in ner indecd could I the wieked 
ptutices, to: which I had accuſtornics 
myſelf, thongh for a while the danger 
I had eſcipett being ſreſh, put a Kop ta 
My career, | ; 7 ' 


Funes again into che arm of. pes 
yerty, 1 found myſelf neceflirned' to 
employ my wits, aad it being late, and 
I pennylefs,' as I way loth te lis in tit 

fixcet, I. went - boldly; ts a private heuſey 
and making my condition known to the 
Maid, ſhe zelated it to her miſtreſs, whe 
fading my requeſt w only fora ;lodgh 
ing, with femc unwillingaeſe, as ſhe prey 
tending ſhe was a new, married woman, 
ker buſband out of town, her ſervants 
Few, and that there might be danger and 
Kandal in lodging 2 man in her houſe, 
An her huſbands abſence; pretending to 
an extraordinary ftock of medeſty, and 
Aaych chaſte reſer uedneſa, at length grant- 
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be garret, here, in a corner of it, II 
ound an old, flock quilt and a coveilid, 
vpon which madam's lag dogs were uſed: 
to take their T cpole; howeyer, I thought 
this better than my lodging upon the: 
waves, yet being both hungry and dry, 
and finding it wouldbe in vam to aſk for 
a:farther, ſopply in-theſe quarters, weary 
ks 1 was, I laid me dewn, but could not 
Netp, nly®guts "and" fdmach kept ſucll 
4 grumbling. A' while after y cars 
were ſaluted- wich the noiſe of 2 jack; 
which ſtiſl made my appetite the _ 
kpen; net lung was it before I keard'the 
door open, and à man's voice, which 
being atla-veryllate hour; · and - he r¹,i 
having told me there was not any man re- 
tainer to the lioufey but her maſter, Who 
Was not thut night at home, it pht me 
upon the-curiofity of making a diſeobery. 
Whereupon | aroſe; and meaking 'duws, 
planted myſelf where I could plainly-p&t= 
-<cive à good ſupper going for wards, 'ds 
2 alſo 


* 


or ©, 


alſo x gentleman very familiar with the 
pretended . coy. miſtreſs of the houſe, 
whom, by. ſome words they let fall, I 
knew to be none of her huſband, and 
therefore reſolved to make my advantage 
of it, at leaſt to put in for a thare of the 
ſupper, which was no ſeoencr placed on 
the table, but a lond knocking at the 
door was heardggwbich made them ſtare. 
upon each othei when the maid, who 
was ſent to fee, what it meant, returned 
almoſt, breathleſs with running, and aſ- 
ſured, them it was their maſter; upon 
which her miſtreſs ordered her to delay 
letting him in as long, as ſhe could, 
without giving him any ſuſpicion; and 
thereugon, immediately canccaled, her 
gallant in the next room behind the bangs 
ings, and clapped the diſhes, platcs, bote | 
tles, &c. into her cloſet, by which time 
her huſband. was entered, whom be 
d welcom'd,, and ſaluted with. much ſreme | 
ing jox.for hiv rezueny ahough . he could 
1 keartily 
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debt have wiſhed Win in tie RAI © 
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ſce o laige a fire at that time of night, 
after he had ſaluted her, aſk'd the cauſe 


of it. Ob! hu ſband, ſaid ſhe, I hae 


been troubled with a terrible fit ot the 
cholick, and was foiced to make thr fire 


0 


K 


? 
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to heat trenchers to lay to my belly. 1 


am ſorry for that, ſaid he, but I was in 


better hopes that you had drifſtd a 


joint of meat, that I might have found 


ſome of it for my ſupper, for I never 


was ſo hungry. O lord! huſband, ſaid 
ſhe, do you think I am fo ptodigat to 
dreſs ſuppers in your abſence. No, ia - 
deed, both I and my maid: ſupped upon 

a couple of eggs; But I, who knew the 


contrary, finding my landlord very ur- 


gent for ſome what to be got ready, and 
kiving tak en an exact bill of the fare, 
approached my coverture, and having 
begged pardon for my bold intrufion, 


told him chat havingheard him ſo'carne'”* 
I eſt 


— 
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oſt fot; ſomethiag to eat, in requital for 
the entertainlucut I had received, I te- 
ſolved to ſupply bim with a banquer, and 
net ' only him; but his good dady, and 
all the family, which not only amazed 
him, but put her ina bodily fear, ex- 
pecting no -lefs than that I had been a 
ſpy upon her actions, and would diſcover 
the whole intrigue. However, not be- 
ing co ttadicted, I made a circle, and 
waving a ſwitch I bad round my head, 
inſtead of a magick wand; I commanded 
my fpiriz; 'withoutrany' noiſe, invitibly to 
obey my commands, and therefore after 
utte ring ſonſe canting words, inſtead of 
£0njuration,;.I ſpoke in a feigned voice; 
as if I had been anſwered, by ſo:nchody 
in the cloſet; and then demanded what 
they weyld be accomodated ithul; to 
winch:they reply d, what I pleaſed; then 
]: fell to namiog the: particulars I had 
ſeen placed there, and after another. echa, 
of my voice, telling them I was obeyed, 

lion 1 com- 
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I commanded: the maid to open the: dlo- 
ſet, where we found all- thing ia order, 
and ſo with ſome ſeruple of my lanhdtord, 
who, tho' an hungry, was et unwillig 
to eat any thiag of the devil's: cooking, 
as ke ſuppoſed this to be, we all fell too 
and eat heartily. Then was che gentle - 
man defirous to ſee the ſpirit that had 
been ſo kind, which I. promiſed he ſhould 
do if he would: fit. quiet, and that it 
mould paſs through the room in an hu- 
man ſhape. So I:cammanded the doo to 
be ſet wide open, leſtqhe fhould take away 
2 corner of the houſe; and thengave an 
item to the gallant; whe food: all the 
while trembling behind the hangings, 
that now. was his anly tine 0 depart ;. he 
was not ſo dull, but laying hold of the 
opportunity, he paſſed fwiſtly by, to ths 
great amazement of the gentleman, and 
the content of his wife, who the ext 
morning returned me thanks for bringing 
her off ſo gentecly. And. this being 

A noiſed 


e 


koiſed about, I was preſently taken. for a 
very great conjurer, Which put it in my 
head to take a lodging in the —_ * 
ſet up that trade. | 


Ir was not long before a ſtale virgin of 
ſome quality, hearing of my fame, came 
privately to my new lodging in her own 
coach. She was very fich but not over 
and above handſome, althe ſhe had be- 
fore ſhewed no inclination to alter her 
condition, yet fhe would now needs know 
of me when ſhe ſhould marry, and what 
kind of man her huſband was to be, To 
reſolve theſe queſtions 1 told her, I re- 
quired ſome time and ftudy, and that 
ſhe might the better proſper in her mar- 
riage, I ſaid I wonld chooſe to do it by 
the beſt rules of Aſtrology, and calculating 
her nativity, ſo defired ſhe would give me 
the year and day of her birth; ſhe very 
readily conſented to this, but, at the 
ſame time, beſeeched me not to let any 
| Vor. III. F body 
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Body elſe into that ſecret, for ſhe would 


not have all the world know her age. 


W 

I ASSURED her that ſuch ſecrets were h. 

never divulged by men of my proſeſſion, c| 

who had any honour, and that if ſhe h 

would come the next evening, ſhe ſhould h 

have full ſatisfaQion about the matter in f. 

queſtion. She ſcemed not a little re- * 

| Joiced at this, and therefore to encourage t] 


my worihip in making a diligent ſearch 
among the ſtars, ſhe faſtened an angel 
! upon me, as an earneſt of a larger re- 
* ward if ] could procure her an huſband 
to her mind, 


My 8antiquated virgin, with her youth- 
ful defires, being gone, I ſoon learned 
by making enquiry, that there was a 
| younger brother, who had watch'd all 
: opportunities to tender his ſervices to 
ker; but, what through baſhfulneſs, 
want of opportunity, and deſpair or diſ- 

truſt 


1 


trün ö fycceſs; he had pot done it. 1e 


this blade I ſent, who came, wondering 
what my bufineſs was, and I acquainted 
him, that having lately ſeen hun by 
chance, J had read ſuch good fortune in 
his face, as had obliged me to calculate 
his nativity, and that I found him the 
favourite of the ſtars, if he would be [> 
wiſe, or kind to himſelf, as not to let flip 
the golden opportunity they offered. At 


this he ſtood more amazed, and humbly 


begg'd me to explain my meaning. Why 


ſaid I, there is a mighty fortune pro- 


miſed you, a wife exceeding rich; and 
who can it be, ſaid he, almoſt leaping 
for joy. It is ſo, I aſſure you, ſaid I, 
and if you will be ruled by me, I will 
put her into your power. To this he 
readily conſented, promiſing to gratify 


me in the higheft manner. Whercfore I 


ordered him, at ſuch a time to walk in a 
certain place, and the gentle woman 
ſnould meet him exactly at a time ap- 


F 2 pointed, 
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pointed, and fall extremely enamoured 
of him ; But before I will, ſaid I confirm 
this happineſs to yeu, I expect a bond of 
fifty pounds to be paid upon the day of 
marriage, a ſmall matter out of three 
thouſand pounds, which was her portion. 
At this he boggled not, but preſently 
ſigned and ſealed, delivering it to my 
uſe; whereupon I deſcribed her, and ore 
dered him to perſuade her to go to à ta- 
vern when he met her in that place. 


Tax buſineſs being in this forward- 
neſs, the entlewoman at the time ap- 
pointed came; againſt which I had pre- 
pared a deal of ſcribble and ſcratches on a 
paper, and from thence began te take the 
aſpect of ber fortune. Vou have, ſaid 
I, madam, never yet been croſſed in 
love, neither have you been troubled with 
many ſuitors, No, ſaid ſhe, and this I 
gathered from her deformity, but, con- 
Linued I, by your too much reſervedneſs 

and 
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and long living a virgin, you have almoſt 
loſt the favour of the ſtars, I hope, ſaid 


ſhe, it is dut almoſt and not altogether; 
Indeed, ſaid I, 1 have been very impor» 
tunate with the miniſters of the air to 
turn back the weel of fate, or it had 
been your hard fate to have died a maid, 
At this ſhe ſtarted, and ſeemed ſome- 
what diſcompoled, but now, ſaid I, I 
have prevailed upon the ſecretary of the 
planetary council to keep their decree 
from being 1eziſtercd for a {hort time, 
and toinorrow, if you walk in fuch a 
place, I will endeavour to prevail upon 
Venus to ſend the man there, whe is to 
be your huſband, and pray be not coy, 
leſt you let the happy moment flip. He 
is young and handloinc, and at arſt fight 
will fall deſperately m1 love with you, and 
tender his ſervice to you, which refuſe 
not, but comply with what he moleſtly 
requeſts of you; for he will inſtantly 1a» | 
treat you to go to a tavern, nor {hill you 
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part before a promiſe is made of con- 
firming the happy union between ye, by 
the ſolemn ties of matrimony, Overjoy'd 
at this, ſhe drew out a piece of gold, and 
preſented me with it, promiſing to obſerve 
all I had directed: But, Madam, ſaid I, 
this is a ſmall reward for my labour, had 
what I have done been to ſerve a young 
gentle Woman, there would kave been no 
difficulty in it; but really, madam, in 
your caſe, you cannot imagine what | 
pains and trouble I have gone through; 
one of the Satellites of Jupiter has might» 


| ily ſtood your friend in this matter, and 


he will take it ill if there be no preſent 
made him for his kindneſs, and may, per- 
adventure, club with ſome malevolent 
ſtar to blaſt your approaching happineſs, 
Sir, ſaid ſhe, ſtarting and looking pale, 
through the effects of fear, I hope not 
ſo, but, however, Sir, ſaid ſhe, what 
will content him? Madam, faid I, that 
diamond ring upon your finger is moſt 


proper, | 


C03 


proper. for money» he takes none. At 
this ſhe pauſed awhile, yet 1a the end, 
drew it eff, and deſired me to be ſo kiud 
as to preſent it to him, for, continued 
ſhe, I know not where to find him, and 
thereupon dropping me a low curtefy, ſhe 
departed. And theſe two, at the time 
appointed, meeting, concluded the mar- 
riage, and I afterwards had my money, 
aid ſoine advantages over aboze, beides 


the fame I got of being a great aſtro - 
loger. 


AND now the gentlewoman, who had 
made the fſupp:r for her friend, ſhe 
frequently viſited me, and often gave 
me thanks for bringing ker fe fairly off, 
and thereupon invited me, who had now 
taken an appaitment of my own, to pay 
her a viſit ia her huſband's ableace; whick 
accordingly | did, and offered my farther 
ſervice to to pleaſe her, in the higheſt 
kiad of erjoyment, Wich the at fifty, in 


a ecm. ing 


E 


a ſeeming anger refuſed, but plainly per- 


ceiving a yielding in her eyes, I ſo pro- 
ſecuted my ſuit, that being willing and 
unwilling, with ſome ſmall ſtruggling ſhe 
fell in my arms, and melted in a rapture 
De: But as it happened to her quondam 
friend, ſo and worſe it had befallen me, 
had not her ſadden wit, which in a wo- 
man is always moſt acute, prevented it; 
for whilſt we lay folded in the ſoft chains 
of love and pleaſure, we heard the good 
man, who was ſomewhat ancient, and 


had loſt the tight of one of his eyes, 


coming up ſtairs, and had almoſt entered 
before we could diſengage; however, I 
got under the bed, and ſhe with open 
arms and ſceming joy, went to meet him, 
wien catching him about the neck, with 
a diſſembling kiſs, ſhe ſaid, O lerd, huſ- 
band, how deariy welcome are you tome, 
eſpecially at this time, when I fo long'd 
to ice you, Fer what reaſon? ſaid he, 
O my dear reply'd ſhe, as J lately went to 

take 


(59) | 
take a nap, I had the pleaſanteſt dream in 
the world, methenght a man in ſhining 
rayment ſtood by me, and delivered a 
glaſs of water, thereupon telling me he 
had brought it to reftree your fight, he 
vaniſhed in a flame; at which, ſtarting 
from my dream, this gli# ſtood by my 
bed fide, which confirmed what he ſaid, 
therefore pray ſet down, and let me ap- 
ply ſome of it to yeur eye, for we may 


not ſeem to ſlight ſo good and precious a 
fayour, 


o 
He at firſt laughed, but ſhe entreating 
him to ſuffer it, he at laſt conſented, 
hen holding open both his eyes, ſhe, 
with a feather dipt in vinegar, for that 
was the liquor that happened to be on 
the table, ſo ſprinkled his well eye, by a 
wilful miſtake, that the pain made him 
cry out that ſhe had quite bliaded him: 
I was not ſo remiſs as to flip fo fair aa 


Gp pore | 
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opportunity, but crawling out on all- 
| | fours, ſaeaked down ſtairs wnſcen, and 
| | ſo eſcaped all danger. | 


. CHAP. 


n 
c HAP XVL 


JEREMY comes for London, plays ſe ve- 
ral pranks by the way. Sets up for 
an.Inn-kecper, relates the many frauds 
and devices he uſed to get money. 


BEGAN naw to have thoughts of 

. ſettling again in the world, and pack- 
ing pp my alls, ſct ferward for London, 
propoſing to myſelf to purchaſe a horſe 
for my journey at fome fair, on the read 
thither, but good fortune threw one in 
my way at a much eafier rate, for I had 
not gone many miles before I chanced to 
come vp to à fellow, who was mounted 
on a very good beaft, ſtanding cloſe to 
an hedge, but was both drunk and ajleep 
with his horſe as quiet as if he was afraid 
of diſturbiog him; upon which a thought 
came into iny head, how I miglit Real it 
from under kim. 1 t four kedge ſtakes 
| of 
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of equal length, and fixing their ſharp 
ends in the ground, ungirt the ſadele, 
which I had ſupported by theſe, and ſo 
ted the horſe gently away, leaving the 
poor drunken fellow thus mounted upon 


the wooden ſupperiers, while J rode to 


the. next town, and there bought me a 
ſaddle, but ftill wanting a pair of boots, 


I reſolved to get them, if poſſible, at the 


ſame price I paid for my horſe; therefore 


. planting my beaſt at ſome diſtance, I went 


to a ſhocmaker's ſhop, and cheap'ning a 
pair, drew them on to try if they would 
fit, when complaining of their ſtraitneſs, 
whilſt the ſhoemaker was buſy in look - 
ing ſor another pair, I ſtarted out of the 


ſhop, and took ta my heels; which the 
ſhocmaker percciving, ran after me, cry- 
ing, ſtop him! ſtop him! but I cried 
- louder than he, pray dont ſtop me! It is 


a wager, I am to run with the diſadvan- 
tage of having boots on, againſt kim 
with only his ſiies; upon which the 
. people 
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people all gave way, crying out, Wel! 
run boots! five pounds upon the head of 
boots! So I ſoon got to my horſe, and 
mounting, was preſently out of fight, 
I then flruck out of the main road, and 


o went croſs the country: being about thir- 

s, ty miles off, in another country, and 
t quite another way, I put up at an inn, 
re where my landlord and I entering into 
Nt diſcourie in the evening, over a cup of 
« good alc, he told me he had a ſon, who 
Id kept an inn, in Southwark, who, though 
85 he had pretty good buſineſs, had nothing 
S like the trade that he had in the country, 
e | which was ſo much, that as he grew old, 
E he was not able te manage it, therefore 
ö had perſuaded his ſon to leave off his 
houſe in town as ſoon as he could let it 

s to advantage, and come and live with 


kim. This, ſaid I, is very lucky, for I 
dont know any buſineſs I ike better than 
that of an Inn-keeper, and having a re- 
lation dead in the country, whe has left 
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me a ſum of money, I am now going to 
ſ:ttle myſelf in London, or Southwark, 
it's all ene, and if your ſon and I can 

agree, I'll take his houſe off his hands, 
Tuz cd man was mightily pleaſed 
with my propoſition, and promiſed to 
write a letter of recommendation. to his 
ſon, which I might carry with me, the 
next day when 1 ſet out; and this he did 
accordingly, So coming with ſuch, ere- 
dentials to the ſon, we ſoon ſtruck up a 
bargain, He was to have fiſty pounds 
for the good will of his houſe, and an 
hund:id and fiſiy pounds for his Rock and 
furniture, I had ſcraped together an hun- 
d:.d pounds, and ſoinewhat better by the 
help of ihe ſtars, when I was a conjurer ; 
ſo that I agrced to pay an hund ed pounds 
down, and the other at ile ud of fox 
n. culhs; u hercupon writings were drawn, 
and | was put in puliclicn of my he uſe, 
and ſet up in that trade, which 1 at that 
| tine 
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time, liked better than any other, as I 
thought it would afford me god profit, 
and a great variety of company, which 
indeed I was always fond of. My com- 
plaiſant behaviour, and my jovia) temper 
drew many gueſts to my houſe, but wy 
ſtock being but low, I thought | wou'd 
increaſe it a little by the ſale of my dia- 
mond ring, Which was to have been pre— 
ſented to the Satellite of Japiter, from 
the old lady, whom 1 had helped to a 
huſband in the country: So I went to a 
goldſmith, and deſired him to give me his 
opinion as to the value of it; the geld- 
ſmith believing me to be ignorant in things 
of that kind, told me it might be worth 
ten pounds or thereabouts: I hope ſo, 
Sir, ſaid I, and a great deal more : Not 
much, ſaid he, Fifteen is the extremity 
and ſo much I will venture to give for it, 
if it he right; for, ſaid he, here is one 
that I will warrant to be ſo, which L 
would be glad to fell for twenty pounds: 
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It may be ſo, Sir, ſaid I, but pray let me 
fee it, that I may compare them, when 
having it in my hand, after he had ſet it 
at that price, only to couſen me, it be- 
ing of far greater value: and you will, 
Sir, ſaid J, fell this for twenty pounds? 
Ay, ſaid he, with all my heart, and get 
by it too, for diamonds are very cheap of 
late; Then faid I, I will be your chap- 
wan, and ſo told him out the money, 
whereat he looked blank, and refuſed to 
receive it, ſaying, he knew I was but in 
jeſt; for that, Sir, ſaid- I, I have my 
choice, and therefore think fit to be your 
cuſtomer, and accordingly put it in my 
pocket, taking witneſs of my bargain : 
but in fine, he began to ſtorm, ſent for a 
conſtable, and carried me before a juſtice, 
who, notwithſtanding the goldſmith then 
alledzed, that his ring was worth eighty 
pounds, upon hearing the witneſſes, de- 
clared it was a fair bargain, and acquitted 
me: And I ſoon after ſold the ring for 


upwards 
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upwards of ſeventy pounds, and my own 
for upwards of fifty, which put me into a 
good ſtoek, fo that I ſoon fell into a way 
of trading; and hearing the wife I left 
behind me was dead, I began to con- 
clude myſelf after all my ſufferings, a 
happy man. 


' Lons I had not been here, but two 
gentlemen came with their (cryants to 
ſojouan with me, whitſt they ſtayed in 
town; but a boy who:n they ſeat before, 
miſtaking their ocders, came into the kit- 
chen, and ordered a dozen of capons, 
and a couple of larks to be got ready for 
their ſupper. Ht: 

I cutss'D what the miſtake was pre- 
ſently, but was Willing to diſlemble it, 
as it was likely to be for my profit, ſo I 
told the lad, that iure he meant two do- 
zen of larks, wich a dozen of capons; no 
the boy ſald, he was fure his matter laid 
hut two; well, ſaid J, for fear 9: a mile 
ta e 


„ 


take Iwill have two dozen dreſ'd, and if 
your maſter can't eat them [1'll have them 
for my own ſupper. When the gentle= 
men came and were ſet down at table, 
they began to bleſs themſelves at ſeeing 
ſuch a fight, and aſked the meaning of it; 
I told them the boy was very poſitive in 
his orders, and my cookmaid confirmed 
what I ſaid, I told them that I was a 
little ſurpriſed at the orders, but thought 
it was not impoſlible, but that two gen- 
tlemen might order ſuch a ſupper, fince [ 
had one man in my neiglibourhocd that I 
dared ſay would eat the capons a'l himſelf, 
The gentlemen ſaid they would pay for 
them if he could, and offered to lay a 
wager of forty ſhillings cf it beſides. 


Now I had a neighbour, who lad the 
reputation of being the greateſt eater in 
England, therefore I reſolved to know if 
I: would undertake it, ſo I told them I 
. guld venture the fowls and the wager 


too 
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tco if my friend had not ſupp'd, which 1 
wou'd be ſatisfied of in a few minutes; 
upon this, conſultiag my neighbonr, he 
ſaid, though it was a hard taſk, he would 
undertake it, and bleſſed his ftars that 
ſuch dainty morſels were to fall to his 
ſhare; in ſhort, all things being agreed 
between the gentlemen and my ſelf, my 
friend was introduced, who 1n a little 
eat up ten of the capons, and had th: 
eleventh on his p'a'e, when looking upon 
me he began to change cou:t nance, and 
whiſpering in my car, told me, I had 
lot, for he could cat no more, What is 
that he (ſays, laid once of the gentlemen; 
Why, ſaid |, that he could cat a dozen 
more. O moaſtrous! ſays the other, 
this is the devil; however he all not 
bereave us of our ſupper, and ſo one 
ſaa*ched up that which remained in the 
dil, and the other that which was upon 
his plate, yielding the wager loft, 
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Soo after this adventure I had a cou- 
ple of guefts came te my houſe, who were 
exceeding niggardly, taking up for their 
lodging a room, that I could have put 
to a far better uſe, I ſoon grew weary of 
them, yet not to be uncivil, I invented a 
?ratagema in this manner, which took ef- 
fect beyond expectation; the room being 
high pitched, I cauſed in the day time 
four pullies to be faſtened to the joiſts, 
and thorough them cords to the corner of 
the bed-ſtead, which could not eaſily be 
diſcerned, ard then ordering the ſcrvants 
to give out that the room was haunted, 
and that there had been ſeveral ſtrange 
noiſes and voices heard in it; Which re- 
port they ſo inda{triouſly ſpread, that it 
came to the ears of my gueſts, but they 
Juoked upon it only as an old wife's ſtory, 
and therefore whea night came, went to 
bed, without taking farthcr notice of it; 
but about mido1ght I caufed a calf, which 
was in a penn in the yard, belonging to 


Aa butcher, 
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d butcher, to be taken out, and carried 
as quieily as peſſivle, and put imo their 
room; the caif being in the dark fell a 
ſtampering and blateing, which ſoon a- 
waked my gueſts, who thinking Belze- 
bub was come to torment them, in much 
fear 2nd amazement flunk under the 
bed cloaths; but at length, hearing no 
noiſe, one of them ventured to riſe to try 
to light a candle, but the embers being 
almoſt out, he ſtooped to blow them with 
his mouth, ſo being upon all fours, and 
his ſhirt tara'd up upon his buttocks, the 
calf, by the glimmering of the light, e- 
ſpied ſomething hanging between his 
legs, which he miſtuok for one of his 
. mother's teats, and thereupon with great 
blateing, laid faſt hold of the gentleman's 
label of virility, and tugged at ſuch a rate, 
that he roared out as if he had been 
killed; which his companion hearing, and 
ſuppoſing that the devil had hoiſted him 
vp into the air, he went to get out of 
| bed 
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bed, thinking to hide himſelf under it, 
but the bed, by this time, being drawn 
up, he came tumbling down headlong, 
which made him roar as loud as the os 
ther, Whereby the whole houſe was 


alarmed, but before any light came, I 


took care to have the bed let down again 
and the calf removed; yet ſo far had the 
terror of this bufineſs wrought upon my 
gueſts, that they burnt candle all night, 
defiring the bible and ſome good books to 
read, and in the morning paying their 
reckoning, departed juſt as I could wiſh. ' 


THEsE gueſts had not been gone long 
before ſeveral youngſters came in, whe 
had been ſhooting towards Peckham and 
Camberwell, it then being winter times 
and delivered to the cock · maid ſeveral 
hens and geeſc, which they had taken up 
as free plunder, and finding they were 
but devices, I reſolved to make them 
pay tor their firſt enterpriſe; wherefore I 

dreſſed 
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drefled my hoſtler up like à countryman, 
with a grey coat, a pair of dirty boots, 
a leather belt about his waiſt, a litile 
band, and a broad flapping. hat, -and 
getting another to perſonate a conſtable, 
when dinner was over, and I perceived 
they began to call for their reckoning, 
up I ſerit my merchants with the heads 
and feathers of the geeze and hens ; when 
my hoſtler pretending to be the countty- 
man from whom they had ſtole them, 
and the ether producing a piece af 
parchment, which was nothing but a bit 
of an old inde i ture; the youngtters take 
ing it for a juſticc's wartant, were fo 
tzrrafied, being very tender of their re- 
putations, that having conſulted among 
themiclves, and then witu me about what 
was to be donc, tacy begg'd I would en- 
deavour to make the matier up as well 
as | could, the pretend d counts yroang 
lay ing he had loſt aun othei tufugs at 


different 


; 
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different times, and that he had reaſon th 
ſuſpet the ſame pcrions had them, and 
that now he would make them pay for 
all. I intreated him as a neighbour, to 
be eaſy in the affair, telling him, I knew 
the young gentlemen to be men of ho- 
nour, ard this only a frolick, and that 


they were above having made a practice 


of ſuch things, with much ſceming dif- 
ficulty, I prevailed mpon him to accept 
of ten ſhillings a piece from the geatle- 
mer, which would be three pounds, ax 
there were ſix of them; and propoſed that 
they ſhould lay down a crown a piece 


mere to he ſpent, to make amends for 


the countiyman's civility and trouble, 
which they very readily conſented to, 
ard in this manner we put ag end to the 


affair. 


NorwirnsTrAN DIG all my dex - 
terity in cheating other people, yet while 
| I kept 
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I kept this houſe, I had a trick put upon 
me that } bad not wit enough to prevent; 
a perſon coming to drink a ſmall tiff of 
punch, had it carried into him in a filver 
bowl, and when he had paid his recken- 
ing, he came out of the room, but be- 
fore he went out of the houſe, my boy 
came and told me the plate was miſfing; 
whereupon I demanded it of the man, 
but he proteſted he left it in the room, 
ahd vpon ſearch, none being found about 
him, nor he having any perſon to deliver 
it to, I could net tell what'to do in the 
matter; but notwithſtanding I made a 
great deal of buftle, I was forced to ſet 
down by the loſs, but when Icame to find. 
out the truth of the ſtory, my chap was 
in the right in ſaying he had left the bewl” 
in the icon, for he had ſtuck it with foft 
wax to the betton of the table, and not 
being perceived, ſome of his companious' 
cam atrerwards into the ſame room, and 
carried it clean off. 6 
Vor. III. H- Now 
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Now, though I had a pretty good 
trade, heaven proiper'd not my villanies, 
for by an accidental fire in the hay loft, 
my houſe was almoſt conſumed with it, 
which obliged me, the greateft part of my 
goods being loſt, to leave off houſe -keep- 
ing; and for fear cf having a houſe of 
another nature, or one more durable, 
provided for me by my creditors, I dit- 
miſſed my ſervants, and poſted away with 
what money I could ſcrape together, to 
Dover, and ſo in the packet boat failed for 
Fr-nce, and then made the beſt of my 
way to Paris, the grand metropolis of that 
kingdom, where I bad not long been ſur- 
veying the many .curiobitics in that city, 
before I was accefied by an Engl hade 
whom I had ſome ſmall notice of in one 
of my former 1ambles; and now being in 
a ſtrange country, we knit friendſhip to- 
gether more ftrongly, for knowing him 
to be a tice booter, I imagined we muſt 
take one and the ſame courls to ſepport 
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ourſclves, but being full of money, we 
followed our pleaſures to a high degree, 
and one day he informed me of -a famed 
courtezan, who, he affured me, was tie 
moſt celebrated beauty of the city, and 
praiſed her to that degree, that I was 
fired to pay her a vifit, which he told me 
would not be accepted unleſs I went a- 
lone; whereforc I entreated him to dif- 
p*nce with my abſence, 'till I tried this 
adventure. 


Bz Ixc arrived at the houſe, I was 
conducted up ſtairs, by a female ſcout, 
and very courteouſly received by madam, 
who was indeed what fame had reported 
her, in outward beauty; but when I 
propoſed the buſineſs I came about, ſhe 
ſtarted and bluſhed, as if ſhe had not in 
the leaſt ſuſpeQed my intent, and pre- 
tended to ſo much coyneſs and modeſty, 
that | could hardly tell what to make of 


her, and was afraid I had been impoſed - 
H 3 upon; 
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upon; but I ſoon perceived it was. but 


feigned to make me the more enamoured 
of her, and to diſceycr what preſents I 
intended to make, whereupon I drew out 
a handful of money under pretence of 
ſending for wine and ſweetmeats, but 
thoſe I found ſhe had in the houſe; and 


now ſhe began to ſet nearer to me, and 


ſometimes ſmile upen me, which made 
me renew my ſuit, and knowing that no- 
thing operates more powerfully on woe 
men than gold, I preſented her with a 
fine watch, which ſo melted, her reſerved · 
nefs, that after an amorous kiſs or twp, 
ſhe fell into my arms, and I unprovigg 
the opportunity, took an hearty fill of 


| thoſe pleaſures, which ſhe ſuffered me 


many times after to enjoy, 'till my mo- 


ney began to be at a low ebb, and then 


my entertainment was more cool, and at 


length I was frequently denied the plea- 


ſure of ſo much as ſeeing her, her ſer- 
vants telling me ſhe was not within, was 
lick, 
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fick, or could not be ſpoken with, which 

making me very angry, I vowel revenge, 

but knowing 1 could not acconpliſh it 

without a ſtock of money, I conſulted my 

companion how we ſhould recruit, and he 
told me, that tho' extraordinary adven- 
tures were ſcarce in that country, yet he 
had his eye upon one that would be the 
making of us, if it ſucceeded, I told 
him I was contented to run an equal ha- 
zard with him, and ſo he let me knoy it 
was to roba linen Draper of his caſh; and 
in this manner we contrived it, We went 
to the ſhop and bought a conſiderable 
parcel of linen, giving carneſt for it, but 
telling tim withal, that we were to ſend 
it to Calais by land, and from thence to 
England with other goeds, and defired 
the con veniency of his ſhop to let them 
Rand in, till we could ſeat then away. 
To this he conſented, and the next cven- 
ing we ſent in a bale, by a ſecin ng por- 


ter, {uppoled to be filks and ftuff,, pack d 
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and corded, which was received without 
and ſuſpicion, but proved a Trojan horſe 
to his eſtate, for in it we had bundled up 
one of my companmon's comrades, contrive 
ing a vent for him to breathe at ; he wag 
a rogue of ſmall ſtature, yet arch enough 


.for our purpoſe, who in the dead of the 


night, cutting his way out with his knife, 
let us in, who waited for that purpoſe, 
and then with falſe keys we opened the 
counting-houſe, and took thence fix- 
hundred crowns, and conveyed away 
with vs, to prevent ſuſpicion, the empty 
covering of the bale, and another bale of 
linen that was ready pack'd up, leaving 
the ſtreet door a- jar; and fo confident 
were we, that in two days after we went 
to the drapers, tend' ring the money for 
the linen we had bought, as likewiſe de- 
mandirg the goods that were left there for 
us. We could read diſcontent in his vi- 
ſage, and then he ſadly told us he had 
been robb'd, and among other things the 

thieves 
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thieves had taken our pack away. At 
this my companion began to ſtorm, pro- 
teſting that the value of it was at leaſt a 
thouſand crowns, which I likewiſe con» 
firmed; and both of us alledged, that we 
could believe no other but that as we 
were rangers, this was a trick and A 
coptrivance to cheat us, We laid we 
would have: ſatisfaRtion, fine: our eft-cts 
were deliyercd into his hand:, and talk'd 
ſo big of gur merchants and the like, that 
to ſtop our months and fave his credit, 
he not only gave us the linen we had 
bout, whici was of equal value to the 
bals we told him we had loſt, but fifty 
crons a piece for our trouble, 


Havins my pockets well lined again, 
I put myiclf in a rich dreſs, and went to 
pay another yifit to my French madame, 
forcing wy way tarough her f.ryans, by 
the power ct mighty gold, and ſh: per- 
cclving the caſe was altered with me, gave 


me 
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tee as Kind a reception 2s ever, denying 
ſeveral admittance on my account; for 
which favour I preſented her with a dia- 
mond locket of great value, which ſhe 
put into her cabinet, where her treaſure 
Jay, conſenting, in lieu of it, to give me 
-a whole night's lodging, which was what 
] atm'd at. We drank very plentifully 
of briſk champaign, before and after ſup- 
per, 1o that after a few dalliances in bed, 
Madam fell into a profound ſlecp. 


Now was the time for putting my pro- 
jet in execution, ſo | ſtole out of bed, 
and packing up her cabinet, with ſeveral 
picces of plats, and my own cloaths in a 
bundle, I gave a tignal, agreed upon to 
my comrade, wao waited under the bal- 
C9:'Y in the flreet, and let it down to 
him by a ſtrirg; then leaving the balcony 
door open, I went to bed again, and there 


prstended to fleep in the morning, 'till I 
Sound her awake; whea turning to her, 
0 O 


I bega 
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I begg'd her to excuſe me for my drow » 
lineſs, tenderly embracing her ſoft add 
delicate body, which, had it been chaſte, 
might haye given tranſports to the great- 
eſt mogarch upon earth. Then looking 
towards the balcony door, in a ſurpriſe, 
I aſked her the meaning of its being 
open, ſhe told me ſhe knew nothing of 
it, but that it was faſt when ſhe went to 
bed ; fo looking out, and not finding her 
eabinet 1n its place, ſhe jumped out of 
bed, and cry'd, ſhe was robb'd, ſhe was 


. ruined; .whercupon, I then firſt pretend - 


ing to miſs my cloaths, made a loudec 
exclamation than ihe, and told her what 
a vaſt treaſure I had about me, adding, 
that it was ſome confederate of her own 
that had done it, to be ſure, and that I 


had been ſerved much ſuch another trick 


in England, and therefore vowed imme - 
diately to ſend for cloaths from my lodge 
ings, and go with my complaint to the 
mapiſirate, This ſtrangely terrified her, 

fox 
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for being of a good family, ſhe was very 
tender of her reputation, ſo falling down 
upon her knees, ſhe proteſted her inno- 
cence, and, with feats in her eyes, be- 
ſought me to be pacify'd, and not go a- 
bout to diſgrace her, and although ſhe 
kad no hand in the robbery, but was a 
great ſufferer herſeff, yet ſhe would con- 
ſent to ary thing in her power, to make 
me ſatisfation, At this I fzemedto abate 
my anger, and told her, that for the pre- 
ſent, I would deſire nothing of her but a 
ſuit of cloaths, that this misfortune might 
be concealed ſrom my friends, to rhis ſhe 
readily conſerted, and ſent for a ſuit of 
cloaths, with every thing agreeable to 
it, So promiſing to give her no farther 
trouble, I took my leave, and knowing 
where to find my companion, we met, 
and ſhared our priſe, which amounted to 
four hundred crowns a-piece, at leaſt, bee 
ſides the cloaths ſhe had given me in 
particular, | 
| Norwirx- 
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NorwirhsrAN DING our great ſacs 
ceſs, we were obliged to keep houſe in 
tie day time, and then contrived what 
wzs to be done in the night, ſo rambling 
one evening, and happening to be ſepa- 
rated from my companion, as I was 
making water at a back door that came 
into a by-l-ne, upon the ſudden turn- 
ing mytelf, the cape of my ſword hit 
againſt the Ceor, and gave a ſmall rap, 
whereupon the door opened, and I heard 
a female voice may, Sir, Sir; this made 
me turn about, when, one catching hold 
of my cloak, told me, in a ſoft whiſper- 
ing tone, that now there was an oppor- 
tunity of enjoy ing my miſtreig. Tunis 
unexpected adventure did not at ficſt a 
little ſurpriſe me, but iccoliecting myſelf, 
I coalidered that it muſt needs be ſoine 
loye · aſſignation, and thai by a miſtake [ 
was (ak en for the geat.ciman Who was to 
periorm the amor us combat; whereſore, 
ſetting a good face on't, I to iviwed the 

maide 
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waideſervant, as I afterwards underſtood 
her to be, without making any reply, 
who led me through a long dark entry, 
and then up divers pair of ſtairs, into as 
dark a room, and at the bed-fade left me; 
when immediately I heard a female voice 
in bed cry ſoftly, It is well, my dear, 
you are happily come this night, yet 
pray be ſilent, leſt any oyer-hear us. 


Tuts ſuiting as I could wiſh, I pre- 
ſently tripped, and ſoon found, in the 
embraces of this my unknown miſtreſs, 
all the ſoft endearments of a tempting 
beauty, and when the aiked' any queiitons 
as, Why I had been ſo long abſent? and 
why I did not often endeayour to make 
our loves mere happy? I, in a ſoft whiſ- 
per, by which ſhe could not diſcover my 


voice, gave her ſuitatic repties, and con- 


ceitcd wytelf iu a manner impatadice d, 
when ſhe tcok ine in ner arms; aad had 
nothing mere to deſire but that I might 

have 
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| fave a fight of what I gueſs'd to be ſome · 
: ming more than human, but could I 
have obtained this pleaſure it might have 
made a diſcovery that might not have 
turned out to my advantage, and ſo I 
reſted contented with what I had already 
enjoy'd. And now the morning approach - 
ing, the maid fearing we might -over= 
ſleep ourſelves after ſuch a ſoft recreation,” 
came and whiſpered me, that it was time 
to be gone, nor did I delay it, but ia» 
ſtantly put on my cloaths, when, with 
the parting kiſs, ſhe crammed a purſe into 
my hand, in which I found twenty piſ- 
toles, this I pocketed, and ſo was led 
out the ſame way I came in, and giving 
the maid a brace of crowns, I then 
departed highly pleaſed with my adven- 
ture, yet kept it private from my com- 
p<nion, knowing it might be of farther. 
uſe to me. 


Havixnc marked the place, and be- 
Vo. III. I ing 
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ing deſirous, to ſee my miſtreſs, I found it 

to be a mercer's houſe, whoſe ſhopfront- 

ed to he great fircet, and here I made 

divers turns, beſore the doer, imagining, 

I might fee her look out of the window, 

or come down. ſtaiis, nor did my ex- 

ped ation ſail me, for l ſoon perceived a 
moſt angelick creature, not exceeding 

eighteen years of age, deſcend into the 
ſhop, and gueſſing it might be ſhe, I re- 

ſolved to have a more perfect view of her, 
and ſo entering, demanded te ſee ſome 
ſtuffs, when as fortune would have it, the 

man was juſt going to, call his maſter from 
| a. tavern, and thereupon ſhe ſupplied his 
[ place, ſo that we quickly agreed, I not 
3 regarding the price, for the value was in- 
| confiderablez but had no ſooner drawn 
| out the ſame purſe, but ſhe ſixcd her eyes 
upon it, and being no ſtranger to it, 
grew extreme pale, which | perceiving, 
laid, nay Madam, be not diicomforted 
though you was plcalcd to fayour me, as 
I then 
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I chen ſuppoſed by miſtake, the laſt night 
with your love, and gave me this as a 
token of it. This put her into ten times 
more confuſion, ſo that I was forced to 
ule many arguments, and endearing ex- 
preſſions, with proteſtations of an eter- 
nal concealment to prevent her from 
ſwoboning. To which, when ſhe had a 
little recovered herſelf from the am aze ſne 
was in, ſhe reply'd, That ſhe had been 
miſtaken indeed, but hoped I was fo 
much a gentleman as not only to pardon 
het frailty, but likewiſe to conceal what 
procceded from an exceſs of love te one 
who ſhould have been het huſband, yet, 
for the preſent ſhe had made me, though 
by a ſtrange miftake, ſhe hoped I would 
take it in good part, and entreated me, 
as I tendered the joy and tranquility of 
true lovers, to attempt nothing farther in 
this kind, which I promiſed to obſerve; 
and ſo adding to her former bounty a 
Ting of conſiderable value, her huſband 
| 12 coming 
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coming in at that inftant, ſhe retired, 
and I departed with my ſtuff. 


Tur many misfortunes I had heard of 
made me cautious of French ſharpers, 
yet could I not ſo well manage my af- 


fairs, but they were too hard for me; 
however, I bore it patiently, knowing I 


had been a great deceiver myſelf, but 


being now like a fiſh out of my element, 
had almoſt loſt my dexterity, for walk - 
ing one night late, in ſearch of adven- 
tures, I was caught in the trap in this 
manner: Two fellows ſeized upon me, 
and, without any attempt to rifle me, 
forced open my mouth, and put a piece 


,of iron in the form of a pear inte it, 


termed amongſt them, as I afterwards 
learnt, a cheak-pear, and clapping a 
mall key into it, turning the wards in 
the cavity, when by ſundry ſprings, the 
Joints ualeoſing, it ſwelled ſo, that my 
mouth being Arctched with it, I could 

neither 
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neither ſpeak, nor receive any nutriment, 
when on a ſudden, putting a note into my 
my hand, they left me, ſo that going 
home, I ftood upon my entrance like 
mum-chance, which male my compan- 
ion who knew this trick, which was 
uſual, and indeed had warned me to be- 
ware of it, laugh'd abuadantly, when 
.opening the note, the ſubſtance of it was 
that, if I intended to have the uſe of my 
mouth again, I muſt bring them ten 
crowns the next evening, to a place 
therein named, and they would releaſe 
mc. 


Urox this, being ſomewhat diſcon - 
tented, | reſol ved not to gratify them in 
their demands, and therefore conſulted 
divers ſmiths to take it out, but they aſ- 
ſured me it was cafe hardened, and no file 

could touch it, nor could they pro niſe to 
do it without à long trial, in waich time 
I, not being capable of receiving ſuſte- 
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nance, might be famiſhed, or wender- 
fully weakered, and brought low, and 
withal told me, there was no way ſo ſafe 
2s te comply with their unreaſonable de - 
mands. When ſceing no remedy, I 
found myſelf obliged to it, and ſo waited 
upon them with the ten crowns, when 
theſe honeſt gentlemen were ſo kind as to 
releaſe me, but at the ſame time, made 
{ze think of leaving the country, being 
almoft mad te find myſelf out- witted; 
but my companion encouraging me to 
try further adventures, adviſed me to be 
more Cautious, and not walk the bye- 
ways, which advice I carefully obſerv'd, 
yet 1t was not in my power to ſhun all 
dangers, for one day being abroad, I was 
invited by a gentleman to dine with;him 
the next day, and bring if I pleaſed a 
friend with me. This invitation being 
over heard by a ſharper, he watched my 
coming about the time appointed, and 
being in a genteel habit, boldly followed 

| me? 
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me, I not ſuſpecting when I cane to my 
friend's houſt, but that he had been an 
invited gueſt, nor did the centl man 1 
went to, imagine him to be any other 
tian one I had brought with me as a 
friend, for he confidently took his place, 
withoat. any more than the ordinary ce- 
remony; but dinner being ended, in the 
height of our jollity, he went off with a 
fil ver ſalver and a ſilver bowl, which cau- 
ſed my friend to think for a time, ſome- 
what hardy of me, tho' 1 proteſted 1 
knew him not, nor indeed could it come 
into my mind, that I had ever ſeen bim 
before, unleſs in the thieves wordrobe, 
where I went-once to fetch my cloak, 


TresE diſcouragements confirmed me 
that there was no good to be done in theſe 
parts, although in the beginning I had 
had good ſucceſs, and therefore I con- 
Fluded to repaſs the ſeas, intimating as 
much to my companion, layirg be- 

bl 1 fore | 
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'before him great advantages, inſomuch | 
that his ſtock growing low, he bearkened 


broad with a day rule, attended by my 
keeper, reſolving not to returns with him, 
ſo.that carrying him from place to places 
pretending great buſineſs, I intended to 
have made him drunk, but he was too 
-watehful of his charge; whereupon I was 
obliged to invent anether ſtratagem, and 
ſo pretending I wanted to be trimmed, T 
went into a barbers ſhop, and when I had 
.quitted the chair, I defired my keeper to 
fit down, telling kim I would pay for big 
trimming, wheſe face being pretty rough. 
He conſented to, and whilſt the barber 
Was preparing for him, I held him in a 
pleaſant 


to my advice, but ſcarce was I re-entered A 
London, before I was eſpy'd hy one of my 10 
.orcditors, who, lodging me in a houſe, 0 
immediately napp'd me for fifty pounds, t 
whereupon I was obliged to turn myſelf r 
over to the Fleet; yet not intending to { 
ſtay long there I went in term- time a- c 
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diſcourſe, but no ſooner was he thorough- 
ly lather'd over his face, and his eyss ſhut 
but I marched out, the barber not in the 
leaft ſuſpecting that I was a priſoner; when 
on 2 ſudden, my keeper not hearing me 
talk, opened his eyes, though to his great 
pain, and perceiving I was gone, up he 
ſtarted with the froth upon his face, and 
overthrewing cut beard and his bafon» 
run out with a napkin cap on his head, 
like a turkiſh turbaat, ard a cloth about 
his ſhoulders, flaring and gazing about 
him, as if he had been diſtracted; nor was 
the barber flow in foilowing him with his 
razor in his hand, crying, ſtop him! flop 
him! whereupon ſo.nc imagining he fol- 
lowed him te bercave him of his teffieles, 
for commiit'ng cuckoldom, they ſuffered 
him to paſs oo, in order to his eſcape, 
but he minding more his ſlaring about 
than runnipg out-right, knowing 1 muſt 
have hid myiclf in ſome odd nook or core 
ner, was in the end oycrtaken, and al- 


though 


166 ) 
though he gave a good reaſon for what he 
had done, y-t the bar! er would hear none 
but concluding it a defign to trick him, 
he not only made him pay fixpence, tho? 
he was not above half trimmed, but gave 


Him a buffet or two for a parting remem- 
brance, 


» 


BzxinG once more at large, I betbek 
me to the country, and perceiving in thoſe 
Limes ſhat the mountebanks got great fi6re 
of money, and were much in eſteem, 
thinking that a ſafer way to fubſiſt, than 
to venture hanging for a livelihood, I pro- 
Cured all manner of neceſſary trinkets, 
and being furniſhed with a little latin, 
and much cant, I ſet up for a very Galen» 
and happening to be very fortunate in cu - 
ring the belly-ach, or healing cut fingers, 
T was ſoon cried up by the ignorant, eſ- 
pecially the old wemen, for a great pro- 
ficient, and moſt profourd artiſt. 


Wurz 
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Wurz s I followed: this employment, 
one day a hot-headed blade, who had 
married a beautiful lady, and was without 
any manner of cauſe, grown extremely 
jealous of her, care te me, telling me, 
he had a concern of great importance to 
communicate to me, and that if I could 
bring, a remedy to his misfortune, he 
would reward me in any manner I could 
require. Seeing him a ſprightly young, 
fellow, I preſently. ima, ined he had been 


hunting in a hot chace and ſpoiled his 


lurcker, therefore I deſired him to retire- 
with me into my cloſet; aid as ſoon ag 
we came there, enjoy niog me in the moſt 
ſolemn manner to ſecreſy, he told me his 
diſcaſe, and added, that nothing but a 
doſe of poiſon for his wife, and her gal- 
lant, as he ſuppoſed him to be, could any 
way cure the fever of his mind, and ſaid 
If I would help him to one that would ſend 
them both into the other world, be would 
gratify me even to. excels, I looking ſted. 
faſtly 
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Taſlly in his face, obſerved a great wilds 
neſs in his eyes, but yet a reſolution that 
F endeavoured to divert him from, by 
laying before him the danger that would 
attend it here, and hereafter; but finding 
him fixed and immoveable in his reſolu- 
tion, aſter I had obliged him to eternal 
fence, and concealment as to myſelf, I 
told kim, for ten picces I would furniſh 
him with a ſure paſſport to eternity, and 
this being agreed on, I ground a conſi- 
derable quantity of gum-ſandrick, which 
I gave him to underſtand was white arſe- 
nick, the mertafleſt of banes, at which 
he ſeemed much ſatisfied, and withal I 
directed him to put it in a flaſk of wine, 
and then uſe his diſcretion to drink to 
them, or give it as he ſaw convenient; 
for I further found by him that he was 
reſolved to bear them company, and this 
J did to prevest his going to another, of 
whom, p:rhaps, he might have had what 
he ſuppoicd this to bez And thereupon he 

duparted, 
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Aperted, ſeeming outwardly very kind 


to his wife, and defiring that all differ-" 
ences 'for the future might be compoſed, 
whick made not only her, but her friends 
greatly rejoice ; and that his good af» 
fection, as he pretended, might be more 
| confirmed, he cauſed an entertainment to 
ve made, and invited among others, the 
b 

l 


ſoſpected gentleman; and > ſo exceeding 
merry, and very much contented they 
: were, that all the company had great ſa- 
tafaQion for the preſent, and when the 
. clach was: taken away, my chap cauſed 
the Haſk too be fetched, and filling out a 
8 glaſs, ank, in token of reconciliation, / 
| adcalth: te his wife; whe gladly pledged” 
him, and then he ordered her to drink to 
the ſuſpected gentlemah, which, with 
ſome: unwillingacſs, preſſed by his com- 
mands, ſhe did, and. he no doubt, fin, 
ö egtely pledged her, but. whilſt ke was a- 
bout ta fill to the next, the huſband 


ſaatched away the flaſk, ſaying, hold! jt 
K 
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is enough, it ſnall go no farther; and 
whilſt the gueſts were admiring this une 
exped ed behaviour, he cried oat, Now we. 
have fairly ended all differences on earth, 
come, come to your prayers, o your 
prayers, for à proſperous journey, for 
our time ãs bat ſhort in this world: This mm 
put the whole company into great cone! WW 4" 
ſternation, aud. confuſion, - ſo that' fear! | 
wrought every where, almoſt the effects 
of death itſelf, and his werds being plain 
enough to ground a ſuſpicion of poiſon 
upon, ſome were diſpatched for antidotes, 
agd others run up and down not knowing! 
what they did, nor what they'ſaidg But 
at length, as there was: no  phyficiaa ſo 
near, I was ſent for. When I came to 
the houſe, I found the poor gentlewoman 
and her friends on their knees, offering 
up, as they  ſuppeſcd, their laſt prayers: 
and petitions to heaven. And huſband 
ſaid the lady, all bathed in tears, I freely 

forgive you this deed, and all your kard 
ſeſpiciont, 


— 
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ſuſpiciont, though T ever loved you tod 
well. to injure you 'in any wiſe; 'and as 
the laſt words of a dying wife, whom you 
have unkindly 'murdered, 1 am chaſte 
and innocent in what you ſuſpected, as 
are the thoughts of new born babes, and 
much to the ſaine purpoſe her ſuppoſed . 
amoriſt, made his confeſſion, clearing the 
gentle woman of even the thoughts, as 
far as ever he could perceive by her car- 
riage and countenance, of what had been 
objected againft her, which made her deſ- 
petado ftahd confoundedand amazed, fix- 
ing his eyes for a while on the earth; but 
he no ſooner perceived me to enter, but 
ke cried out, Sieze that villain, he it was 
that furniſhed me with materials to per- 
petrate this horrid villany, thus to deſtroy 
together with myſelf, thoſe that I now 
believe to be as innocent and chaſte as 
veſtals: And by this time conceit had ſo 
wrought on all three, that although I 
could not chooſe but laugh to myſelf, yet 

Kaz ˙ Jus 
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J found it no time to trifle, leaft the ef» 
fects of fear ſhould turn that into a tra- 
gedy, that was indeed no other than a 
comedy; and thereupen I opened the 
whole matter, which ſo deeply amazed 
them, that for ſome time, though they 
confeſſed they felt no pain nor. alteration, 
they could hardly give credit tomy words, 


but in the end they did, and by thit Þ 


means the gentleman's jealouſy was not 
only removed, but an entire love and ſo - 
lid friendſhip enſucd, and I was not only 
highly applauded, but likewiſe farther re- 
warded, 


ALTHouGH | met with this ſaccefs in 


my profeſſion of a mountcbank, yet the 
bulinels in general agreed not, how pro. 
ſnable ſor1er it was, with my conſtitution 
for though much wickedncls attended it 
in ſundry ways and manners, eſpecially 
in the praQtiſing, or rather prey ing upon 
the lives of the miſcrable, I counted it 
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too mean à matter ſo tamely to deſtroy: 
ras and indeed in the whole courle of my 
wicked and villanious actions and enter- 
he priſes, I never did ſo much miſchief I 
ed believe as a quack does in a week, wha 
ey by his unſkilfal and unſeaſonable adminiſ- 
n, trations, ſweeps away men like a diſtroy- 
ing peſtilence. I eaft ſundry things in 
it BY my mind, ſometimes I bethovght of ta- 
ot king myſelf again to the padding-trade, 
0 · but confidering how hazardous that was, 
L I theught it would be wrong to venture 
I one's neck, when there were ſo many 
trades by which a man might pick pock- 
ets, without being liable to the laſh of the 


law. 


As the law itſelf, ſtock - jobbing, horſe- 
courſing, and a thouſand others: But the 
laſt named myſtery, that of horſe - cour- 
ſing, was what | found myſclf moſt in - 


<lincd to, ſo with the little money I had, 
| ] re 
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I refolved to dive into the myſteries ot 
that trade, a thing altogether new to me 3 
and in order to give myſelf ſome experi- 
ence in this my ſtery, whereby many have 
been deccived, J herded amengſ divert 
of the fraternity, who had uſed my houſe 
whilft I kept an Inn, and there I learned 
to make any gentleman's harſe lame, by 
taking up the fetlock vein, with a needle 
and a picce of thread, or a ſtrong hair, 
which 1 often practiſed when they were 
put to the livery-ſtables, where I ſet the 
Forfes Ihought, and would be ſure to be 


always at hand when I heard an unexpe- 
rzenced rider was to take a journey the 


next day, who finding his korſe, by this 
means, down-right lame, would either 
hirt or \wap with me, rather than be diſ- 
appointed, and by this means I got much 
money. 


4s 1 had no horie in the flable, or any 
] could 
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1 rod prefeit'y command, then wou'd 
I go whilſt the hoftler was rubbing travel- - 
ers horſes dowo, and taking my view, 
picking out the feſt. 1 tour:d means to 
ſend the man out fer half a dozen of bub 
and rarely bat you way parchaſe the ab- 
ſefice of thoſe creatures on ſuch:a ſcore 7 
in the mean time, haviag a large round ' 
ftone rezdy, I thraſt it in o the hoie's 
fundament, which made him ſtrain, fall 
into a ſhaking fit, iweat, ſlate, and look 
as if he was dy ing; then would the hoft- 
ler run and call the owner, and he ſeeing! 
no remedy, would cithor ſell him to me, 
who waited upon the catch, thinking his 
horſe be witched, or gy: me a gratuity 
fer undertaking the cure, I ever pretend. 
ing 'Mmy ſelf, during the time of- my fol- 
lowing this trade, 'a great borſe doctor; 
when the better to blind their eyes I gave 
him a few ſlip flops, and privately withe 
drawing the ſtone, and rubbing the horſe 


down, after giving him à baſon of hat 


ale, 
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ale, which I ſo managed as to make hin 
well recovered. ; 


Wx at any time I had a jada to put 
off, I always hired an arch wag to ride 
bim, and notonly bade a greatprice forhim, 
when I found any body hankering about 
him to encourage him, but often bought 
my own horſes myſelf, that they might 
not be blown upon, and fo altered them 
againſt the next market day, that they 
were taken for f:eſh ones, and when any 
horſes that were ſtolen came to my hand 
at a cheap rate, if ſtone horſes, I cauſed. 
them te be gelt, docked, and had artifi- 
cial ftars, blazes, ſnips, and the like put 
en them, that it was next to an impoffi- 
bility for the owner to know him. 
As for mares, and other kinds, 1 
had my colour by me to dye them ſo arti» 
cially and naturally, that it would laft 
a long while, and by this means the 
owner Was deceived. - Sometimes again I 
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Fet on falſe tails, falſe manes, and ſomo- 
times on a cropped horſe a pair of coun” 
terfeit cars, which would paſs current till 
he was out of my hands, but this was 
done atdiſtant fairs where I was not known. 
If at any time I had a blind horſe, his 
eyes being pretty tolerable to look on, I 
uſed, in the ſtable, to buffet kim, and 
put pepper in his eyes and noſe, ſo that 
by this ſcyere uſuage, when he was 
brought abroad, if any one queſtioned his 
fight, it was but whiſking my hat or hand, 
and the very wind of it, fearing his for- 
mer torment, wauld make him ſtart or fly 
back. 


Ir I happened to haye a dull jade, I had 

.a ſaddle, in the tree of which there was 
an iron plate, and through, it, when I 
leaned forward, came A ſharp needle that 
pricked his back, ard made him winch 
and caper, without whip or ſpur, which 
perluaded the buyer, proceeded from his 
high 


1 fet in one artificially; theſe and many 


fcrable parcel of money, which I laid 


high mettle, or on the other hand, I 
pricked his ſkin full of holes, in the ſput- 
ling place, and rubbed in beatcn glaſs, 


Which fefring and growing fore, it wav 
"but to touch on that place with my heel» 


and he would mount and caper, more 


with pain than any voluntary freedom; 
chen | would ſometimes make a duil jade 
ſwallow a live cel, juſt before I carried 
her into the market, and that as long as 
it lived, made her frifk about finely. I 
had likewiſe the art of ſupplying the de- 
fects of the hoof, making a new mark in 


the mouth of an old horſe, by burning 


the mark teeth with a hot iron, and ſcal- 


ing it off, rubbing and ſcowering the 


teeth, and when a' tooth was loft before, 


otker thing 1 had at my fingers ends, 
Jo that 1 came to be fkilled in all the 
rogueries of the jockies, and got a con- 


Te. 
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out in horſe-fleſh ; but heaven not liking 
ſuch frauds, I was again put to my ſhifts 


to ſeck a new employment with the * 
I ads | | F 


BA 
CHAP xu. 


abend goes to Maidenhead, his land= 
lady looſes a diamond ring; a notable 
contrivance of his to recover it for her, 
He turns tallyman, diſcovers the vil- 
lianies of that profeffion, reſolves to 


repent and like honeſtly, 


S I ſaid before, I had play'd ſo ma. 
ny pranks as a horſe-courſer, that 
I was ſo well known, that it was impoſ- 
fble for me to go on with that trace, for 
nobody would deal with me; ſo having a 
new ons, to ſeck, I took an airing in 
hopes of ſome adventure upon the rcad ; 
at length I came to Maidenhead, where I 
lay, and the next day preving rainy, as I 
was in no great hafte, I reſolved to tarry 
for fair weather, 


I 84D money enough, the ſight where- 
of 
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of ſtrangely quickened the attendance of 
the ſervants of the houſe, and my liberal 
expence commanded both my landlord and 
landlady's company, and that I might con · 
tinue their ſociety, I was inceſſantly call» 
ing for wine. My landlady was pre- en- 
gaged in the company of ſeveral gallants, 
fo that I like to have little of it, had it not 
been for an accident that befell her, which 
brought her into the re om where my land- 
lord was: It ſcemed one. of the gentlemen 
eſpied a ring on her finger, with a very 
fait roſe of diaments in u, and Cefiring her 
to let him ſee it, for the cxcellency theres 
of; ſhe. condeſcending, continuing ber 
conceited diſcourſe, which the raiſcd on 
purpoſe to ſhew what an eſtcem ſhe had 
for ker imaginary wit and fancy. "his 
gentleman, delivered the ring to ancther 

he to a third, that man conveyed it to a 
fourth that was troubled with the ſame 
curioity; but at laſt it came to the hands 
of one who was very loath it ſhould go any 
Vor I L ſarth 
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farther, ſiace it had almoſt paſſed round; 
ſhe being this while fo buſy in her tittle 
tattle. that ſhe neicher minded how it was 
conveyed about, or in'the.lexſt miſt it off 
her finger; ſhe left the room feveral times 
and returned, but in flirt ſhe ſound the 
Joſs of her ring not knowing whether it 
Was reſtored to her by the perſon whom 
the lent a ſight of it, and had drept it, or 
if nor reftorcd, ſhe was ignordnt of the 
man who had it, and therefore durſt not 
tax any one in partieular. I have knn 
many things as ſilver tobaceo-boxes, Ke. 
left careleffly uvpen a table, which have 
been taken vp in r but me in _ 
neſt. E: | 


Sar was fo ptzzled ſlie knew not what 
do do, and not knowing how to remedy 
| herſelf, ſhe was reſolved to play the per- 
fect woman, fo fat her Gown and cvied 
which ſhe did in that plentifull tnanner, 
that I admired how any mant heart could 
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be ſo hard, not to efchange a few incon« 
ſiderable diaments for ſo many ineſtimable 
pearls as dropt from her eyes. Every one 
Rifly denied having any hand in ſo un- 
worth an act, and ſeemed ſomewhat diſ- 
pleaſed that men of their gallantry ſhaulc 

be capable of doing any think. ſo baſe and 
wihandiome; ſeeing there was no help, 
and ſhe could not canceal the loſs from 
her buſband, ſhe came where we were, 
that we might, in ber ſad relation, com- 
walcrate and condole her great afllition. , 


Icavs much heed to every circum - 
Hance of her dolefull flory, and mind it 
fo well, that I fancy'd I had a proxe@t in 
my head which would give her alliſtance. 
Come. madam, faid I, there is a plot I 
have juſt now contrived toſerve you, which 
if it takes effect you ſhall give me a bottle 
of wine, it not, it will be now harm for 
You to make a trial. 


L 2 Sur 


614) 


Sur was very glad to hear of any pro- 
poſitions that might carry in them the 
Hopes. of her ring again, and therefore 
freely promiſed me any thing. Why then 

aid I, go into your former company, but 
Arft dry your eyes, and expreſs all ſeeming 
joy imaginable, and'tell thoſe that are moſt 
inquiſitive, as to the cauſe of this ſudden 
alteration, that you have found your riug 
again, and then mark diligently that man 
who cunningly conveys his hand into his 
own pocket, my life for your's, that man 
bath the ring. Following my advice, ſhe 
re. enter'd the room, and counterfe'ting 
an exceſſive joy, O! gentl men, your 
par Jon, ſays ſhe, I have found my ring“ 
Odſerving the company heedfully, ſhe 
perceived one ſteal down his hand into his 
pocket, to feel whether the ring was there, 
imagining, upon hearing what ſhe fiid 
| this pocket had been pick'd, Where is the 
| «ring, I pray, madam, fays one, and where 
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did you find it. Here, firs, ſays ſhe, 
have I found it,, for this gentleman hath 
now the ring in his hand; ” which ſhe 
forceably drew out of his pocket, and fo 
the ring appeared to his great ſhame and 
diſcredit, Her gratitude for my ſucceſs- 
full counfel did that night fo ſack the gar- 
riſon of my underſtanding, that alt my 
| "ſenſes, pro tempore, ſuffered a kind of ob- 
nubilation, but were reſtored to their 
;priſtine tate in the morning. | 


Tu ſkies T found, as well as my un- 

. derſtanding, had been greatly ebnubilated, 
for ſuch ſhowers of rain had fell as made 
the high-ways like kaſty-pudding. I rode 
over the common melancholick, and alone 
but coming to Maidenhead-.Thicket, 
there was company enough, but ſuch I 
liked not by any means; and now gra- 
-mercy horſe, for had he not looked as 
ſcurvily. as myſelf, I had'certainly been 
robbed 
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robb'd, never was poor horſe and beafthy 


maſter ſo ſurveyed ; but the rogues not 
thinking us worth riſquing their necks for 
we paſſed on, and ſo I came to Readings 
where I lay all night, but found nothing 
worth notice there, only a tapſter playing 
at cards with a fcllow of the town, over 
whom I looked for want of better diver- 
ſion, and ſaw the-tapfter, in a little time, 
loſe to the-other the price of two barrels of 


beer, which ſo enraged him, it being his 
all, that not being to be perſuaded but 


that the other had -cheated him, he fell 
aboard him, and (wore he would have every 
penny of his money befere ke ſhouid ſtir 
from the place; the other-told him, he had 
won it fairly, and therefore would as ſurely 
keep it; hereupon the tapfter firuck up 
his heels, and to work he went with him; 
the fellow ſecing his draft that he would 
diſpoſſeſs him of his money, got as much 
as he could privately out of his pocket, 
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and clap'd it into his mouth, crammiag 
at almoſt full, 


THe tapſter was amazed to find ſo lit- 
tle in his peckets, and therefore made all 
the privy ſcarch he could, which was all 
to no purpoſe, ſo that concluded that the 
fellow was little leſs then a conjurer : af» 
ter he tired himſelf with beating and kick- 
ing his carcaſs he let him. riſe. The fel» 
low for all his ſeeming reſolution at firſt, 
took this baſting very patiently, and 
would have been gone willingly, te avoid 
the ſecond part of the ſame tune, had not 
the tapſter, laid hold of him ſaying, nay, 
faith, t'other box on the ear, and bot her 
kick on the breech, and then you may go 
and be dam'd: ſo lifting his hand up, he 
gave him a cuff on the face, that by the 
noiſe of what dropt out of his mouth, I 
verily believed l had not only ſtruck 
out all his teeth, but had alſo fractured 
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in pieces his jaw bones but I was ſoon 


convinced of the contrary, when I looked { 
on the ground, for there lay the money N 
Acattered, which in his mouth he had ſe- 0 
cured: I never ſtood conſidering what \ 
was to be done, fince I ſaw a little time \ 
was ſoon loft, ſo that blowing out the 1 


candle, I fell to ſcrambling with the tap» 
Ner, who had got the ſtart of me; hows» 
-ever, I made my party good with him, 
and was not behind hand with him in my 
ſhare, and fo ſlipt out, leaving the poor 
fellow. to hold his bleeding chops, which 
-were cut tho? with a piece of money, and 
and the ta pffer in tenebris, to fam up his 
loſſes. 


Leaving this town I found that 1 
kad more money going out of it then 1 
brought into it, and ſo I rode merrily on 
to Newbury. Here my jaded beaſt gave 
up the ghoſt, it was time for us to part, 

for 
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for were bothweary of one another; money 
ſoon procured me ſight of anether, but 
very different from the former ; as the 
one was -exceeding dull and heavy, this 
was allair and fiery, no ground would hold 
him, as it is uſuly ſaid: he was brought 
me to look on, the ſeller xiding him in 
my fight with all the ſtudied advantages 
a«(ouble jury of jockies cou'd invent, dif- 
mountiag [ was d:fired to make trial my» 
ſelf, which I did, but found him a head- 
ſtrong devil, that flew away with me like 
lightning, T gave bim his head, letting 
him go which way, and as faſt as he wou'd, 
ſo that night my horſe and I, for I muſt 
give him the preheminence, came to 
Marlberough, entering the town he went 
dite ly to bis inn. and was known to the 
hoſtler, who called him by ſome fawiliar 
term, I know not what now, ard aſked 
me whether the horſe was mine, I reply'd 
that he was fo, that I bought him the day 
be far 
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before at Newberry, and why ſhould 1 
not own | him, ſince he gave me a title to 
him by running away with me, not I with 
kim? Andfince, by an unexpected chance 
I had a benefit thrown into my hands. I 
was reſolved to make uſe of it, and fo 1 
did, for the next day, very early, 1 rode 
away to Briſtol, my reputatien in this 
city increaſed daily, ſo that I was at li- 
birty to pick and chuſe my company. 


Tux younger ſort of people were the 
perſons I ſelected out to aſſociate myſelf 
-withal, and had in a little time gained ſo 


Iarge an intereſt an them, that I would not 


have ſold my property for an hundred a 
year. Hunting and kawking were my 
daily recreations; when we returned home 
whoring and drinking were our nightly 
Exerciſe; and becauſe I was a ftranger, ag 
had the-preheminence in moſt things, fo 

l always paid the leaſt ſhare of any in 
the 
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the reckoning, There was one ftrange 
gentleman, who uſually accompanied us 
whom I particularly obſerved to have 
more then common qualifications, quick 
witted, well ſpcken, ſung incomparable 
but had the repute of a notorious gameſter, 
and well he might, for he had bit both 
town and country of con ſiderable ſums, 
fo that being now generally kaown for a 
rook, none durſt play with him, yet 
fancied his'company very much. 


Tuis gentleman I fingled out, and diſ- 
cours'd him thoroughly as to every thing : 
and that I might engage him to a greater 
freedom, I forged ſeveral lies, charging 
him with ſecrecy ; this ſeeming unboſom=- 
ing myſelf, abliged him togive me an ac- 
count of what he was, and for what rea- 
ſons he came there, in * manner: 


Lia, te, 1 _ en, an ap- 
F Fendier 
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prentice in London, and by reaſon of my 
maſter's covetouſneſe, ill- nature, and ſe- 
verity to me, I had not ſerved him two 
years e're I was upon the ramble, my ra- 
rents, with ſome charge and much In- 
treaty, ſoder'd up this firſt crack, yet this 
fore was not ſo well cured, but by reaſon 
of the inward corruption it broke out a- 
gain, now watthe malady worſe thanever, 
for my maſter would not receive me on 
any terms, notwithſtanding the various 
perſuadſions of my friends for that pur« 


poſe. , E 


My relations ſeeing this, and being 
thoroughly perplex'd, exerciſed all theit 
wrath on me, and inſtead of reducing me, 
took a courſe to ruin and diſtroy me, for 
they ſeemingly caſt me out of all favour, 
which I judged to be real, and having re 
other dependance than my wits, my pover- 
ty having frighted all my former friends 
from coming near me, I icſolycd for a ſuſt · 
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enance io make what uſe I cou d of them. 
As long as my money lafted I frequented 
all places for gaming exerciſes, and now 
and then ſome bawdy-houſes, in which I 
got a large acquaintance ; but having ſpent 
all I bad, I could get no credit among 
them, only in one houſe, where they had 
fo much credulity to believe my lies to be 


lo fallible truth, and that I ſhould re- 
.ceive in a little time, thoſe ſeveral ſums 


that where due to me abroad. and would 
kaye the honeſty to pay my large account. 
money not coming as they expected, they 


laid an action on my back, and threw me 


into jail, where I ſuffered more than ton- 


gue can utter, but I ſhall not diſcloſe the 


name of this jailor, fance I ſhall give you 
an account of ſome lines I wrote on bim, 
whilſt I was his priſoner, which were 


' theſe: 


This jailer ſure the devil gaus him birth, 
VoL III. M. F. or 
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For no fuch fury hath his ſeat on earth + 
A cannibal who eats the fleſh of men, 
And being gorged, ſþpcws them up again; 
A minſter that the old world never knew, 
Of late produc d by a litigious crew, 
Spawn of a firen and leviathan, 
Part fiſh, part fowl, part devil, and part 
man, h 
He ſwallows down the poor as crows do frogs, 
And makes no more of men than men of dog. 
The pris ner ends bis days in teil and ſiueat, 
2 fill his maw, enrich his cabinet, 
His houſe is hell, he lives by athers fins, 
Aid cares not who doth loſe fo he hut wins, 
His beds are dearer than at bawdy-houſe, 
Ty there you have a girl, here but a louſe, 
This is that hell-hound, for to ſum up all, 
Hle is a monſter, devil; and cannibal. 


In this ftinking place I ftay'd ſo long 
that I was almoſt ſtarved, yet tho! I had 
nothing to feed oa, I had daily thouſancs 

| to 


0 
1 
t 
ſ 
1 


— LAOS „ 


{ 125 ) 


to feed on me, At length the daughter 
of my mercileſs creditor hearing of the. 
milery of my wretched condition, 
came and made me a viſit, and ſupply'd me 
with ſome money for the prefent, andre. 
peating her vifits pity at laſt turned to a- 
ffection; this affection ſoon grew up to 
matrimony, for ſhe was her mother's darl · 
ing, and could perſuade her to any thing, 
and ſo it proved, for ſhe ſo far prevailed, 
that I was diſcharged of my debt, fees 
paid, new cloathes bought, and we were 
igcontiently married. I knew her to be a 
whore, but neceſſity forced me to do what 
I did, or I muſt have periſhed, 


My wife, on the bridal night. expect- 
ed no new thing from me, but a new faſh 
10n'd duty, for ſhe told me, if I expected 
to command I was groſly miſtaken, that 
ſhe raiſed me not out of that tomb I maſt 
have lain buried in to my life's end, for 

5 M 2 that 
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that purpoſe, no, ſhe knew how to rule 
her own affairs without my aſſiſtance, ſhe 
could not but acknowledge that a man 
was an neceſſary implement in a family, 
if it was but to cloak his wife imperfe&- 
ions. To be ſhort fir, I was only a titu- 
lar maſter, but a real pimp and cuckold, 
I bore all with a world of patience, ffill 
waiting an opportunity to get what [ 
could and' march off, which fell out as 
happily as I could wiſh, for the houte was 
noted for a place of d. bauchery, and w hilſt 
my mother-in-law was comdemned for a 
tand bawd, and my wife for a piece of 
1mpudence, I was pitied by every body, 
as one drawa in and undone by them both, 


OrFicrxs in fine ſeized them, and 
carried them to Bridewell ; being both (afe 
fron interrupting my fixed reſolution, 1 
ranſaQt the houſe, taking what meney I 
found, and ſell.ng what would yield me 

| any 
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any, I betook myſelf to this place, the 
diſtance wereof from my former habitation 
affording me a very conveaient refuge. 
Whilſt | have been in theſe parts I have 
not ſpent my time idly; for mjail or elſe - 
where, I have learned moſtknacksin gam · 


ing, and prafticed them with great ſucceſs; 


I was, for a while, ſaid he. in a gang that 
ſtrolled all over the country, and went to 
every conſiderable fair in England, where 
e, uſed to play our prauks: the feaſon 


why we went three or four in a company 


Was, that if any conteſt in play aroſe, vr 
any oppoſition ſhould be made, we might 
be the better able to defend Our roguery. 


- beſides if we ſhou!d mils of a prite add be 
: ſmoak'd-for gameſters, we are then ſtrong 
enough for miſchief of another nature, as 
- padding kea-milling, &c, and indeed, let 
me tell you, there is no perſect villain 
who hath not a very great inſight into 


+ gaming, and. knows nat only what alvan- 
1 Ni 3 tages 
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tages naturally accrue from every game, 
but knows how to make them, when ec- 
caſion ſhall require. 


SINCE my coming hither, I have very 
ill managed my ſucceſs, for I-won too 
many times without one ſingle loſs of my 
own, which hath raiſed in my gamefter's 
a ſuſpicion of me, not to be taken off, by 
which means I have loſt all future hopes 
of bubbling them any more: but ſinoe, fir, 
you ſtand fair in their good opinion, if you 
pleaſe to let me ſhare with you, I will in- 
form you not only of my art, but alſo 
Furniſh you witk tools, which may effect 
our defign, and encreaſc our ſtore ; but be- 


fore I too much encourage you to learn 


that which I now propoſe for your profit, 
give me leave to acquaint you with the in- 
conveniences, dangers and perplexatics, 
which attend gaming, leaſt hereafter you 
candemn me for your raſh learning that, 
which 
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which you wourd have trampled under 


your feet, had you known the many dan- * 


gerous concomitants which continually 
wait thereon. 


To ſpeak generally, gaming is an inchants 
ing witchery, begot betwixt a couple of 
devils, idleneſs and avarice; ſo infatuates 
man, that it renders him incapable of pro- 
ſecuting his more ſerious affairs. and 
makes him quarrel with his condition 
thought ever ſo good; if he wins the ſue- 
ceſs ſo elevates him, that his mad joy car- 

rys him to the height of all exceſſes; if he 
loſes his misfortunes plunge him tothe 
bottom of deſpair, Ohl how have I ſeen 
a man caſt up his eyes, as if he intended 
to call heaven to accouat for its injuſtice, 
in not giving him that caſt he ſo much 
defired! Nay. I have hcard one of no 
ſmall note in an ordenary, publickly in- 
woke the deyil upon his throwing at all, 
that 
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That is, all Us money laying on the table 
that ij he would turn vp five, which way 
his chance, he ſhould have his ſoul for the 
next throw, an expreſſion enngh to make 


the hair of the vileſt reprobate ſtand an 
end. 


Ix wasſaid of one, that . Nec-bonam 
1 nes malam fortunam ferre poteſt: That 
| angood and bad fortune he was ever reſt !lefs, 
Marcellus could neither be quiet as a con- 
| | gauerer, nor when he was overcome. Thus 
1 - ſuch 18 the damn'd itch of play: gameſters 
are never ſatisfy'd winning or loſing, if 
they win they hope to encreaſe their ſtore, 


if they loſe their money, they * to re- 
| over Its 


| 3 Tur queſtion. was wittily propounded 
| | by one whether men in a ſhip at ſea were 
1 to be accounted, inter murtuous vel 
| | vivos, ” among the living or the dead; 
i becauſe there was but few inches between 


them 
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them and drowning, The query is not 
improper to be made of great gameſters; 
though their eſlates be ever ſo conſiderable; 
whether they are to be eſteemed divites 
vel pauperes: rich or poor; ſince they are 
but a few caſts at dice betwext a perſon 
of fortune in that circumſtance and a beg- 


gar. 


Now if you intend to be a gameſter, 
whatever ycur ſucceſs be, you muſt bear 
it qu ani no neither raiſed, nor de- 
preſſed; but I affure you, that it is a 
difficult matter ſo to do, for this courſe of 
life will try your patience, Would it not 
mad you to have fo ſtrange a fortune, as 
with a very ſmall fam to run up ts 
eighteen hundred pounds, and leſe it a+ 
gain with your ſmall flock in leſs then 


three days. I knew one with fifty ſhille 


ings win five bundred ponids of his own 
at one time in his life; and thereupon 
putting 


— 
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putting himſelf into a garb, not miſbe- 
coming an earl, playing again, the dice 
running againſt him, loſt every penny 
he had, or could borrow ; hereupon he 


grew ſtark mad, and hang himſelf in his 
cwnbcdcord, There are as many exam» 


ples of this kind as would ſtuff a quire of 
paper, and as would fill aream of ſuch, 
who have had fair «ſtates, in a few years 
have loſt them at play, and died in want 
and penurys | 


I HAvE heard it credibly reported. that 
a gentleman belonging to the fſix-clerks 
office, who was not only well cliented, 
but had a good eftate of his own, and by 
him always a conſiderable ſum of money; 
this gentleman was invited to play by 
ſome young gallants, who had a great de- 
tire to be fingering his jacobus's, with 
whom he ingaged, and by extraordinary 
ſoꝛ tune won two thouſend pieces of gold; 
: but 


. 


but not content with tliat round ſum, he 
play'd on, loſt all with his own eſtate, 
ſold his place in the office, loſt that too, 
at laſt through exceſſive grief, he tran» 
ſported himſelf to a foreign plantation, 
where, if his diſcontent diſpatch him not, 
he muſt be forced to hoe for a living. 
This commonly is the diſtiny of a decayed 
gameſter, if not this, he his{c1dom pre- 
ferred than to the dignity of a box - 
keoper. 


LASTLY, before you take the. dice in 
your hand, think of drawing your ſword 
before you leave of playing; for ſhould 
you play upon the ſquare, you will be 
ſuſpected by thoſe who loſe, that you 
have knapt or put the change of the dice 
upon them, then right or wrong they will 
quarrel with you, more for the vexation 
of the loſs, than for any juſt cauſe they 
-had fer ſo doing; if you: do not fali toge · 

ther 
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ther by the ears, then in the very heat you 
will have affronts enough to engage you 
in the field the next morning, upon ſome 
trifling inſignificant occafion, deem'd a 
punctilio of honour, or if you tamely put 
up thofe abuſes, you will be ſcerned and 
ſighted, and almoſt piſs'd upon by every 
ſharper and ſkipkennel in town. . 


Tus have Þtold you what you muſt. 


expect, and now I ſhalltaform you what 
to do, but if e' re you think to be com- 


pleat in this occult art, you muſt, by fre- 


quent trials, reduce my theory into prac- 
rice, 


Is the firſt place, take this as a maxim, 
« never play but when you are ſure to 
win: And that youmay not fail there- 
of, have your dice about you continually 
of allforts, which you may buy in London 


at ſeveral places, ready made to your. 


hand 
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kand but very dear; it may be, when you 
are in the country you cannot be ſupply 'd 
from thenge ſo ſpeedily as your urgeat af- 


fairs require, and therefore you, myſt 
make them N 


Ta re are fullams of two forts, whic 
you may make run high or low, chat is 
f ix, ive, four, or three, two, and one, 
either by drilling holes in the black ſpo 
and loading them with quickfilver, then 
Roping the holes up again with pitch, or 
ſilling the coraers of, the dice. You may 
procure, alfo dice which will run nothing 
but a ſice, another a cinque, another a 
quatre, &c. { ſo that if you want either of 
theſe to enter at back - gammon, you may 
thereby win a game, which would be q; 


therwiſe beyond all HOPES, of recovery. 


Ss cafe of mat. if you. have. none 
of .theſe artificial helps about you, then 
Vol III. N 


you 


3 


pour hands muſt ſupply yeur wants, by 
palming the die, that is, havirg the box 
in your hand you take up both dice, as 
they are thrown, nimbly within the hel- 
low of ycur hand, and put one into the 
box, reſerving the other in your palm, 
cbſcrvipg with a quick eye what fide was 
upward, and ſo accordingly conform the 
next throw to y our purpoſe, by delivering 
that in the box, and the other in your 
hand ſaicotbly together 


Yeu muſt ſcmetimes uſe topping, that 
is preterding to put both the dice into the 
box, whereas you have dropt but one, 
holding the other between your fore finger 
and the box, which you may turn to your 
ad\antage. Knapping is when you ftrike 
one die dead, either at table or bazard, 
and let the other un a milſtone, as We 
ue to ſay; Slurring, is when you throw 
your dice 10 ſmoothly on the table, that 

| they 
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they turn not, for which purpoſe you 


muſt endeavour to chuſe your table, or 
the ſmootheſt part thereof, 


THERE are very few that can ſecure 
more than one die, but I have known 
ſome fo excellent at it that they would ſlur 


a ſic2 without turninga yard in length, 
others I have known who could ſecure 


two dice in three at paſſage, but that is 
ſeldom ſeen: I have heard of ſome ſo dex- 
trous in caſting the dice, that they would 
throw, hen they pleaſed, ames- ace, 
through the handle of a quart pot. 


HA Ann, is the principal gam e in 
vogue at preſent. Vou may find profeſſors 
enough every where, and therefore it is 
requiſite to be thoroughly acquainted with 
the ſeveral claſſes for fear of being croſs 
bitten or bubbled by ſome other trick of 
which they have great variety Hazard 

N 2 is 
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is a game that maketh a quick riddance on 
one fide or other, and therefore it hath 
not its name given improperly, for it 

ineth ſpeedily, it not by equal ſettin 
ru peedily, if not 5 £q tting 


by butt'ring. 


HEREUPON my gentleman; took ſeve- 
ral dice out of his pocket and throwing 
them, I faw he could make them run as 
he liſted, my fingers itelꝰd to be at the ſport 
ſo that I ſpent the moſt part of every day 
in conſulting what advantages I cou'd find 
out in play, nay, in the very night, I 
was never at reſt for dreaming of theſe 
con ſounded devil's hones; the ine efatigable 
pains I took to find out the ready way to 
my diilructien made me ſpeedily an ac- 
comphſhd gameſter, and to ſhew my maſ- 
ter how | had improved my fe't from his 
di dates, I engaged with bim at ftirg'e 
band, he enter ng the lifts with me, fou: d 
himſelf equal'y: if act over match'd. 


HEREUPON 
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- HEREvVPON he perſuaded me to ſtudy 
how I might contrive an opportunity to 
play, when at one bout we might both 
ſow and reap 2 plentifull crop, that might 
help towards a future maintenance. The 
plot I laid at a gentleman's houſe five miles 
diſtant ſrom Briſtol, where I was invited 
to be merry, with allowance to bring what 
friends I pleaſed with me: you may be 
dure I carried none but what had money 
enough, otherwiſe no company for me. 
Being met together we were very jovial, 
and amidſt our cups | propoſed to throw 
with dice who ſhall drink a glaſs; it was 
agreed on; being half bozie, I made an- 
other propoſition to play at hazard round 
for a crown, and no larther ; this motion 


400k as well as the former, ſo to work we 
Went. 


To be ſhort, I won all their money, 
Fardly leaving our eateriainer a penny in 


N 3 th - 
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che hou e, and fearing he ſhould recruit 
the next day, and ſo farther. engage me, 
my new comrade perſuaded me to trip off 
and ſhare ; for it was reaſonable he ſhou'd 
go ſnipswith me; therefore I cauſed my 
horſe to be brought forth, and notwith- 
ſtanding the many thouſand perfazſions 
to the contrary, I took my leave of the 
company, promiſing to give them what 
reverge they pleaſed the next day; but 
that was none of our intent, for early in 
the morning we with our booty rode for 


London. 


As ſoon as we were arrived in town, we 


rock leave of each other, and I was nov 


to think of ſettling again in ſome buſines 
for, tho? I had a good ſum of money, 1 
thought it would not be adviſcable to live 
upon the capital ſtock, and the in:ereſt 
would never have maintained me, ſo it 
came into my hcad that I would turn tal- 

| ly man 
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tyman or broker which I was much in+ 
clined to from the monſtrous gains, I had 
been informed, a:tended that trade; but 
being unſkilled in the ways and means to 
procure firft my goods and then my eu- 
tomers, I took an opportunity to infinti- 
ate myſelf into the company of a ſiery fac d 
fellow, with a true copper at6le, raiſcd to 
an enormous ſize, by the red wine and 
canary that he had extracted out of the 
tears of the oppreſſed por; this man at 
firſt ſeemed mighty cautious, as a towa 
jilt diſſembles modeſty : but a large trek? 
and promite of tecrecy prevahed with him 
to open all the miſteries cf his iniquitous 
calling to me which, by his inſtruction, I 
was ſoon able to follow for myſelf; and 
when I firſt began I borrowed a ſmall 
parcel of money of a fat hofteſs, on pro- 
miſe of bringing her great cuſtom, and tcok 
a ſhed and ſome little apartments, wh ch 
I alled with ſuch tum ber as I could hire 


or 
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or buy, and hearing that a confiderab!e 
execution of walefactors was at hand I poſt- 
£ to the hangman, and articled with him 
for their clothes, which 1 purchaſed for 
five ſhillings a bead, by paying ſoine in 
part, and the reſt on delivery 


THis ſtock of gcods made a conſider- 
able ſhow, and the breom- men and tranſ- 
lators came like ſnakes to caſt their coats, 
bringing ſome money, ſore ware, and the 
reſt I had the conſcience to credit them at 
the intereſt of ſixty in the hundred, to be 
duly paid at twelve-pence, or two ſhill · 
ings a week, and at every payment I ob- 
nged my hoſteſs, by making them ſpend 
a groat, or fix-pence, for her better en- 
couragement, which ſweetened her into a 
farther diſburſement for the increaſe of 
my ſtock; and if at any time a default 
was made by my debtors, I touk but a 
writ, and had a fcllow at my elbow that 

pretended 


s 


pretented to be a bum, who frighted every 

one of them named mere! in, out of full 
fees and civility · money into the bargain 3 
ſo, that there being uſually four in nomin- 
ation, it ſeldom came to leſs than twenty 
ſhillings, of which I came in for ſeven + 
teen, and ſix-pence, bringing moreover 
{uch a fear on the reſt, that happy was he 
w ho could come running firſt to make pay · 
ment. | 4 


Tuts gain made my ſhop bu'ky and 
began to ſhew itſelf, inſomuch that, Arik- 
ing in with the old ſuit and cloak —— 
ends of gold and ſilver women, and jour- 
ney-· men taylors for ſnips and cabbage, I 
ſoon came to be a topping ſellow, and 
could truſt out five or ten pounds worth 
0 f goods ; ; but I did it only to ſuch as tack 
them to raiſe a fund of rcady money, thea 
had 1 a merchant at hand to buy them 
at half price; and if the day of payment 

Was 


, 6, ' 1 
was {lipped, then the Marſhallſea was the 


word, which proved ſometimes a lafting 
terement to my debtors, ill they had 
ſtrained the charity of all their friends and 
relations: and if I fcund that was too cold 
to amount to my full ſatis faction, I took 
bond and judgement for my money, to 
u hich a premium was added for the farthet 
time allowed ; and thus I made my debt- 
©1's my flaves, ſo that in two or three 
years time, I hed twenty families to work 
for me, who brovglit me in cent per cent 
which made me cock-a-hoop andrefolving 
now to fling the helve after the hatchet, 
that my conſcience might run but one ha · 
zard for beth, I made it my buſineſs to 
enquiie out the blind houſes in daik alleys, 
wv here ſhop-lifts, houſe-breakers, and the 
like had their rende zvous, and falling in 
with a thief-taker, a ſellow that tak es them 


only for his advantage, to diyice the ſpoil 


of 


a a ue and "od C. 


66s 


of honeſt men, and ſkreen them form juſ- 
tice | 3 


I $00N learned where to buy penny 
worths for this kind of cattle not daring to 
take a freedom in the ſale; are forced to 
take any money for the goods ſo unlaw-- 
fully gotten, leaſt being too vent'rous in 
exacting the value, they be ſuſpected and 
apprehended, 


Or theſe I bought filks, fatting, linen, 
lace, pewter, braſs, filver, and abundance 
of choice goods, inſomuch that my neigh- 
bours bega i to wonder how on a ſudden 
] became ſo well furniſhed 1 by this meang 
I paid my hoſteſs, and was courted like a 
juſtice's clerk for my cuſtom, by others 
who offered me five pounds a year to be 
conſtant to their houſe, and appoint it as 
my office of receipt and entertainment. 


Taz 


2 
3 
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Tur fame of my being thus ſurniſhed, 
brought the cracks and miſſes of the town 
about me, who come to my dock like old 
weather-beaten tattt rd veſfels to be new 
rigged, but the trade it ſeeins was grown 
D, and their cargo but ſmall, yet know- 
ingtheir tails might be as a ſnare br temp- 
tation to rich Chiles, when ſet off with 
gaudy plumes, and that T'might have a 
run myſelf now and then gratis, I ſtuek 
not to furniſh them, taking hat mopcy 
they, had, which frequently exceeded what 
I gave, and conſequently I could ve no 
loſer, and indeed for che moſt part 5 4 was a 
great gainer, far if at an time 1 got one 
of them i in limbo, ſome oy 
zen, or young amorous cully, with whom 
ey nad traded, would come ſneaking, 
and ramſom them from bondage, under 
pretence, for better covering the intrigue 
that they were their nieces or fiſtars, but 
bad been drawn away by evil cc urſes, and 

they 


d fumbling, citi- 
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15 Fach happened chat a ranting 
dame, whoſe le, kept her ſhort of 
moneys would dip with me, and then he 
had better haye 6 pened his purſe-ſtrings, 
tor 1 made him pay che bill at double u- 
ſance, and had perhaps the pleaſure 
to nabe him enter into the kindom of 
cuckotdo . into the bargain, 


Many times 1 drew in young heirs, 
who were defirousof going fine, ard long'd 
to ſpend their eſtates before they came at 
thetn, theſe I made pay an hundred per 
cent. at leaſt, for what they had. And 
when I furniſhed” a family with mourning 
that above its ability would be in the mode 
I clutched it ſo faſt in my talons, that the 
widow and orphans had double occaſion 
of weeping, rſt for the dead, and next for 

Vor III. * 2h then 
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their own ruin. I remember, that once 
a young ſpark, who had been extravagant, 


and ſpent in a week what his parent al- 
lowed him for a year, and being loth to 


make it known, by reaſon the greateſt 


part of it was rooked from him by fharp- 
ing gameſters, came to me, being adviſed 
to it by one of my ſetters, upon the ac- 
count, of being furniſhed with fifty pounds. 
I plainly told him, I had no money in 
ready caſh, having lent a conſiderable ſum 
very Jately, but if goods would ſerye his 
turn, I would furniſh him at conſcionable 
Tater, but at this he boggled, alledging 
he knew not what to do with them, I 
told him, he need not fear turning them 
into ready money. Upon this we ſtruck 
up a bargain, and taking his bond at 
twenty per cent. delivering him the move- 
ables: he no ſooner had them but one of 
my factors was ready at hand to buy them 


at ten pounds leſs than the true value, 
9 85 | and 
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and the ſame night I had them returned 
again, the bond, by tie contriva des of 
the ſcrivener, was made without any li- 
mitted time of pay ment, inſomuch that 
hearing my ſpark began to grow a little 
profuſe, upon this new ſupply, I took an 
opportunity to invite him to a tavern, and 
for a ſecond courſe up came a coupple of 
ſerjeants, at the ſight of which, and the 
knowledge of the condition he was in, he 
ſell into a fit of trembling, deſired te 
know why I had ſerved hin ſo; ſerve you 
ſo, reply'd I fiercely, and with a tera 
countenance ſarrah, do you think I have 
no more wit than to truſt my money in 
the hand of a ſpendthrifr, who knows ns 
other uſe of it than to make ducks and 
drakes : no, no, I am cunninger than that 
and before I part with you, you ſhall cat 
ſtraw like a horſe, and I'll teach you better 
than to wrong honeſt men: you thought 


o 
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I ſuppoſe, to have ſlipp'd the collar, but 
F faith I have haltered you now. . 


Tr1s thund'ring charge ſtruck him 
mute for a while, but in the end, inſiſting 
upon his being carried away, he fell upon 
his knees, beſceching me with tears in his 
eyes, not to ruin bim with his relations, 
and proceeding to many intreaties, pro - 
miſing me any thing [ could name, rather 
than be on the wrong ſide of a priſon gate. 
And what, faid IJ, will you give me a 
bond and judgement for two hundred 
pounds to be payed when your eſtate 
comes into your hands? To this he glad- 


ly conſented, and his father ſoon after 


Jeg, I had my money; ſo tllat 
out of thirty pounds, E made a hundred 
and ſeventy clear: letany one judge there- 
fore if this is not a gainfull calling ? Vet 
wicked as I had been all m life, Lbagan 
to think I had never been ſo bad before, 
4 and 


» 
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and a6 I grew in years I reflected ſeriouſly 
on the courſe I had led, and concluded 
that I would ſpend the remainder of my 
days more comfortably, having fou nd that 
vice, even in the comwiſſion and enjoy- 
ment, is painful and troubleſorilt;: rene 
dering the mind uneaſy aud diſquicret, 


Walzer theſe things, I fay, ran 
ſtrangely in my mind, a more than ordi- 
nary melancholly ſeized me, which wat 
ſucceeded by a lingering diſeaſe; and now 
ceaſing from the hurry of my impious af- 
fairs, my conſcience began to open the 
volume that had ſo long been ſhut turn. 
ing overleaf by leaf the actions of my life; 
ſo that now being ſeniible touched, they 
-methought who had once ſeemed pleaſant, 
Rood before me in their horrid and ghaſt- 
Ay forms, each crying aloud, as the blood 
of Abel, for vengeance againſt me, and 

conſidering 
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*<onfidering. that I had am immortal foul, 
and that divine juftige for the leaſt, of the 
many crimes I had committed, might 
fink me into. everlaſting flames, thereto 
endure tortures without hope ror remiſlign; 
ſhitten with remorſe upon theſe reflsd- 
ions, Icried out with St. Auſtin, ” With 
what companions have I walked in the 
ſtreets of Babylon? « Foy have I 
ſquandered away thoſe precious moments. 
and employed them in all manner of in- 
jury and. violence, that wore. allowed me 
to. barter with heaven for life and immor- 
tality? Leaving my ſelf after fo much reſt- 
leſs toil and fruitleſs labour in the gall of 
. bitterneſs; finding at laſt all the pleaſure 
of chis world but an empty, airy, vanity 
ſceming clouds without rain, infatuating 
facs that lead us aſtray into the paths of 
ruin and diſtrudion ; and now expecting 
in a ſhort time, my final deſolution; O 

let 
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let me warn all men! let me make it my 
earneft requeſt to all ny readers of every 
age and ſex to believe me, that all the ua» 
lawfull pleaſures of this world are but fol» 
Hot, and no ltisfaction can be ſo great' as 
mo comforts of a well ſpent life, | 

O! THAT TI had thought of this fooner 
and thoſe who read the ſtory of my wicked 
life, may make uſe of my experience to 
reform them without trying there own, 
and thereby have the ſame occaſion for 
thoſe bitter tears that now wet the paper 
as I write, ſhouid they be ſpared. as I have 
been, to a time of repentance; but, alas! 
how few are there who venture upcn 2 
hundredth part of what 1 have done, but 
what are cut off, and ſent to their ac» 


count with all their crimes full blown up- 
on theic head! 


THEREFORE let me return thanks to 


071843 

the Almighty, who hath given me grace 
to ſee my errors, and fincerely beg par - 
| don for them, 


Cad 


BEING fully ſatisfy'd that I am draw- 
ring apace to my tomb, I have left the fol- 
lowing Epitaph to be inſcribed upon it, 


;EPITAPH 
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WITHIN this tomb a wretched man 
doth he, | 
WWheſe greate/t glory was in villiany, 
A reſtleſi life he led, all fortunes try d, 
And manſtruouſly beth heaven and carth- 
dd, | 
Triumpb'd der virtue, vice was all his pride. 4 
Striving in nothing mare than to excell 
In wickedneſs, and tread the paths of bell; 
Yet ſeeing all was vanity, at laſt 
Turn'd penitent, and much bewaiPd each crime, 
Himſelf into the arms of mercy caſt: 
And here lies buried to the end of time. 
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The following is, the Alphabetical 
Vocabulary of the GvysiES CANT, 
which we promyed the Reader, in 
Page 43. 


A Utem Mort, A married Woman, 
_ Abram, Naked. 
Abram Cove, A Tatterdemallicn. 
Autem, A Church. 
Bughar. A Cur. 
Bauſe. Drinking; 
Bouſing Ken, An Ale-hovuſc. 
Borde, A Shilling, 
Boung, A Purſe. 
Bien, - Good or well. 
Benſhipley, Very well. 
Benar, Better, | 
Bing, To go. 
Bing a waſte, To go away. 
Bube, The Pox, 
Bufe, A Dog, 
Bleating-cheat, A Sheep, 
Belly-cheat, An Apron, 
Betty, An Inſtrumeat to break a door. 
Bite the Peter or Roger, Steal the Port- 
manteau or Cloak Bag. 


Budge 


19 


Budge, One that ſteals Cloaks. 
Bulk and File. The Pickpocket and his 


mate, 
Cokir. A Liar, 
Cove or Cuffin. A Man, 
Cuffin Quire, A juſtice of peace. 


Crampring, Bolts or Shackles, 
Chats, Lice. 


Canke, Dumb. 

Crackmans, Hedges. 

Calle, Togeman, or Joſeph, A Cloak. 
Couch, To Lie, or ſleep. | 
Couch a Hogſhead, To go to Sleep. 
Commiſion, or Miſh, A Shirt. 
Cackling Cheat, A Chickin. 

Caſſan, Cheeſe, 

Craſh, To Kill. 

Craſhing Cheats, Teeth. 

Cloy, To Steal. | 

Cut, To Speak, 

Cut bien whids, To ſpeak well. 

Cut quire whids, Toſpeak evilly. 
Confeck, Counterfeit. 

Cannakin, The Plague. 

Cly the jerk, To be whipt, 
Clapperdageon, A Begger born, 
Culle, A Sap headed fellow. 

Clyme, A Counterfeit Sore. 


Dimber 
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Dimber, Preti x. 

Damber, Raſcal. 

Drawers, Stockings. | | 

Duds, Goods, 14 

Deuſea vile, The Country. — 

Dommerar, A Mad- Mann. 

Darkmans, Night or Evening 

Doxie or Dell, AWencg. 

Deuſwins, Two- - PENCE, — 

Dud, To enter. 

Earneft, A Part, | 

As tip me my Earneſt, Give me e my 
Part or Share, 

Frummagem, Cloak'd. 

Filch, A Staff. 

Ferme, A Hole. 

F ambles, Hands. 

Famble-cheats, Ring, or Gloves. 

Fib, To beat. | 

Flag, A Groat. 125 

Fogus, Tobacco or Smoke. 


F 8. cully, One e aalen 


Glymmer, Fire. 
Glaziers, EN. 


Gramam, Corn. 


1 A gallant Wench. 


Gan 
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Gan, A Lip. 

Gage, a Pot or Pipe. i i 

Granting-cheat, A Sucking Pig. 

Giger, A Door. | | 

Gybe, Any Writing or Paſs. 

Glazzer, one that goes in at the Wine 
dows, 

Gilt, A Picklock. 

Harmanbeck, A Conſtable. 

Harmans, The Stocks. 

Hoave a Booth, To rob an Houſe. 

Halfebord, Six-pence. 

Hcarts-eaſe, A Guinea. 

Jocky, A Flayl or Man's Privities. 
ague, A Ditch 

Jake A Seal. 
en, An Houſe. 

Kinchin, L.ntle, 

Knapper of Knappers, a ſheep ſtealer, 

Kinchin- Cove, A littlle Man, 

Kate, A Pick-lock. 

Loure, Money. 

Lightmans, Morning or Day. 

Lib, Lo tu uble. 

Libken, An Houſe io lic 10, 

Lage, Water. 

Libedge, A Bed. 

Lullaby-chca:, A Child. 

VoI. iil, N Lap, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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Lap, Pottoes, © | 
Lurries, Al N N of o. 
Maunder, T o beg. 
3 cn. Beggars. 

ar rater, An Hen. 
Min 0 Keul. 
Make, An Half- penny. 
Mynt, Gold. 
Muffling-cheat, A Napkin. 
Mumpers, Genteel Beggars. 
Milken, One that breaks Houſes. . 
Munas. The Fase. 
Nab, An Head. 
Nab-cheat, An Hat. 
Nubbir g Poſt, T he Gallows. 
Nap, Io take or cheat. 
Palliard, One whoſe Father is a Beggar 

born, 
Faplar, Milk Pottage. 
Prats, Thighs. 
Prigg, To ride. 
Peckidge, Meat. 
Plannam, Bread. 
Plant, To lay or hide. 
Priggir g, Riding. 
Prancer, An Horſe. 
Pratirg cheat, A Tcngue, 


' Peake, Any Lace, 


Pike 


G 


Pike on the Leen, Run at faſt you can, 
Perry, Fearful. | 
Peter, A Portmantua. : 
Prigger of Prancers, An Horſe-ftealer. 
: Pad, An Highman. 
Plant your Whids, Have a Care what 

you lay, 
Q rron, A Body. 0 
e A Duck. 

uier, Wicked or Roguiſh, 
e A Priſon. 
| Quier-Mort, A Pocky Jade. 
Qaier:Cove, A Rogue. 
Romboyle, A Ward or Watch, 
Rome, Gallaat. | 
Rome-ville, London. 
Rome Mort, A gallant Girl, 
Ruffia. A Devil. 
Roger, A Cloak - Bag. 
Ridge Cully, A Goidſinith. 
R afficr, Au over-grown Rogue. 
; Ruffe-peck, Bacon. ' 
Red-ſhanke, A Mallard. 
Rompad, The Highway. 
Rom-padders, Highwayman. 
Rome Cully, A rich Coxcomb. 
Svagg, A Shop. : i 


Snudge, 
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Snudge, One that lies under the Bed 
to rob the Houle, 


Sbop'- lifts, One that ſteals out of Shops 


Stampers, The Shoes. 


Srock-drawers, Stockings. 

Stamps, Legs 

Scoure, To wear, 

Skew, A Diſh. 

Slate, A Sheet. 

Strommel, Staw or Hay. 

Skepper, A Barn. 

Stow y our whids, Be wary. 
Sg In, A Broker's Houſe, or 


an H uſe to receive ſtolen Goods. 
Smelling Cheat, A Garden 


Solomon, The Maſs, 

Tour, To look out. 

Tout his Muns, Look in his Face, 

Track up the Dancers, Go up the Stairs 

The Cul Snylches, The Man eyes 
you. 

Tip the Cole to Adam Tyler, Give 
what Money you Pocket- pickt to 
the next Party preſent. 

Tip tbe Miſh, Gave the Shirt. 

Tip o'th* Buttery, A Gooſe. 


Tip, To give. | 


The 
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The Mort tipt me a Wink, The Whore 
ave me a Wink, 

Trine, Tyburn. 

Trining, Hanging. 

Tick Rome, A Licence. 

Tres-wins. Three - pence. 

Win, A Penny. 

Wicher Cully, A Silverſmith 

Varum, Milk. | 
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A Short Narrative of an Ex- 
traordinary Delivery, &c. 


5 


HAT EVER may be the fate 
of this account, I think myſelf 
indiſpenſably obliged to relate the fats 
that I ſaw and tranſaRe! myſelf, as alſo the 
reaſens which firſt induced me to enquire 
into the truth of ſuch an extraordinary 


event; but I here declare that I take oa 
nie no other part of this narration, 


than that in which I was aQuually con- 
cerned. 


As Mr. Howard himſelſ intends ſhortly 
to publiſh to whole account, and prove 


Q 2 


every 
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every circumſtance of it, by ſuch evidences 
as will put this matter out of all poſſibility 
of doubt, I muſt refer to him for ſeveral 
particulars. here omitted. 


Ax as it will be impoſſible to judge 
zmpartially of this fact, till the evidences 
aboye-memtjoned are produced, it cannot 
be doubted but all fuch perſons as are not 
governed by prejudice, or ſome worſe mo- 
tive, will ſuſpend their judgment till theſe 
facts come to their knowledge by a more 
certain way, than by flying reports and 
conjectures. 


Tux firſt intelligence I received of thi, 
matter, was on the 5th inſtant, when 1 
{aw a very particular * account of a Vo- 


* This account was taken the 4th inſtant 
at Guildford, by Mr, Davenant, 
mau 


. OY Oo 


— a 
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man living at Godliman lately delivered 
of five Rabbets, by Mr. John Howard, 
ſurgeon at Guildford in Surry, a man of 
known prohity, character and capacity in 
his profeſſion. who has prattiſed midwitery 
far avoye theſe thirty years, 


Tus account was again confirmed by 
1wo + letters from the ſaid Mr. Howard, 
the firſt date.| Nov. the 6th, four o'clock 
in the afternoon; the ſublance of which 
is, That frou the 4th inſtant to the 6th 
he had delivered the woman of three 
more Rabbets ; that the laſt of them had 
leaped in her belly, for the ſpace of eigh. 
teen hours, betore it dy'd, and that the 
moment it was taken away, anather was 


perceived to ftruggle for birth. 


+ The Letters were directed ta MW. Das 
venant, 
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The ſecond is dated Nov. the gth, and 
35 here tranſcribed verbatim, viz. 


* 


SAR, - 


INCEIT wrote to you, Ihave taken 

or delivered the poor woman of three 
more Rabbets, all three half grown, one 
them a dunn Rabbet; the laſt leaped 
4wenty-three hours in the Uterius before 
it dy'd. As ſoon as the eleventh Rabbct 
Was taken away, up leaped the twelfth 
Rabbet, which is now leaping. If you 
have any curious .perſon that is pleaſed to 
come poſt, may ſee another leap in her 
Uterus, and ſhall take it from her if he 
pleaſes ; which will be a great ſatisfaction 
to the curious: If ſhe had been with child, 
ſhe has but ten days more to go, ſo I do 
not Know how many Rabbets way be be · 


: hind 8 
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hinds I have brought the weman to 
Guildford for better convenience. | 


Jam, Sir, 
Your humble Servant, 


Joun HOWARD. 


Ff you ſend a perſon, let him 
bring a letter from you. 


Turks letters, with others to perſons 
of diſtinftion in Town, which all agreed 
with the above-mentioned, were ſufficient 
to make me deſirous of a fat of which 
there was no inſtance in nature. Accord- 
ingly, on the 15th inſtant, I attended the 
honourable Mr. Molyneux, ſecretary to 
his royal bighneſs the prince of Wales, who 
was inclined to enquire into the truth 
of this extraordinary caſe, and deſired me 
40 go with him to Guildford: We arrived 


there 
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there about half an hour after two in the 
afternoon, iWe ſent to Mr. Howard, who 
came to us immediately, and told us that 
the woman was actually in labour of the 
fifteenth rabbet. We had not been at his 
houſe long, before the nurſe who attends 
the woman came to call Mr. Howard to 
her, ſhe being then in one of her labour 


Pains. 


She was lodged over againſt Mr. How- 
ard's houſe, we ſound ber dreſs'd in her 
ſtays, ſitting on the bed-fide with ſeveral 
women near her ; I immediately examined 
ber, and not finding the parts prepared 
for her labour, I waited for the coming 
on of freſh pains, which happened in 
three or four minutes, at which time I 
delivered her of the entire trunk, ſtrip'd 
of its ſkin, of a Rabbet of about four 
months growth, ia which the heart and 


lungs 
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lungs were contained with the diaphragm 
entire. I inftantly cut off a piece of them, 
and tried them in water ; they ſeemed but 
juſt ſpecifically lighter than it, and Mr. 
Molyneux preſſing them to the bottom 
they roſe again very flowly ; the heart 
was very large, and its Foramen Ovale 
entirely open ; the lungs were remarkably 
ſmall, and of a much darker. colour than 
commonly tke lungs are of (ſuch Rabbete, 
who have breathed for ſome time. No 
Perſon but myſelf touched her, from the 
Arſt time that I had cxamined her, to the 
time of her being delivered by me : her 
Pains were pritty ſmart, and Jaſted for 
ſome minutes; they went off the moment 
ſhe was delivered, and ſhe ſeemed chear- 
ful and eaſy; walked by herſelf from the 
bed-fide to the fire, and fat on a chair, 
where I examined her; and found, that 
in the courſe of the Fallopian Tubes, 

there 
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there were ſome finequalities, but more 
ſentibly on the right fide of her belly; 
which made me cogjecture that the Rab · 
bets were bred in thoſe tubes, and only 
came into the Uterus, when they gave 
her thoſe agita ions, wi ich, according to 
the account of Mr, Howard, and of ſeve- 
ral other perſons, were ſenſibly felt many 
hours before their excluſton, 


As there was no blood nor water that 


iſſued from the Vagina, after I had de- 
livered her, I agaia examined that part, 
and fcund it not in the leaſt inflamed or 
laccrated, ; 


Uros examining her breafts, I found 
milk in one of them, but only a little 
yellowiſh Serum in the other, 


i HER pulſe was regular, but ſome- 
what 


as: - wi 200 © 


17 
what low; her tongue florid; and upon 
aſking for her water, thoſe about her an- 


ſwered, ſhe made very little, and that 
they had not ſaved any. 


SHE informed us, that in the intervals 
of her labour-pains ſhe was tolerably eaſy, 


and had no inclination for any fort of food 
but beef. 


ABouT two hours after we had left 
her, they came again to call Mr. Heward, 
ſhe being at that time in vielent labour- 
pains; but he and myſelf were gone to 
ſce the mayor, who was then ill, The 
nurſe that attended her had delivered her, 
before our return, of the lower part of a 
male Rabbet, which we found totally 
with the trunk, which I had before ex- 
trafted : this was alſo ſtrip'd of its ſkin, 
and compleatly perfect in all its parts, 

but 
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but more manifeſtly ſo in thoſe of gene · 
rations 


In the Rectum of this animal, which 
remained affixed to the body, we found 
five or ſix pellets, much of the ſame 
colour and conſiſtence as the common 
dung of a Rabbet, little bodies, like dried 
fragments, being matted together with a 
mucous matter. The like was obſerved 
in ſome other Parts of thoſe Rabbets, 
which had come away before. In the 
other bowels there wat a dirty coloured 
Mueus, of the nature of that which is 
conſtantly found in the bowels of all fœtus 
animals, and which in thoſe that void their 
excrements in pellets, is commonly hard 
and dry; but the matter in the guts of 
the firſt animal was of an entire different 
kind, colour and ſubſtance from any of the 
reſt, this being like little filaments of an 


animal 
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animal ſubſtance. In the middle of the 
gut Ilium of this creature, I found a ve- 
ry ſlender, brittle, white Bcdy, of the 
length of half an iach, which in ihape was 
like a very ſmall fiſh bones, 


Between fix and ſeven the ſame even- 
ing, we again viſited her; we had not 
been there long, before ſhe fell into vi- 
olent labour-pains, inſowuch that four or 
five perſons could hardly confine her to 
an arm-chair: As ſoon as the violence 
of the firſt pain was ſomewhat abated, I 
examined her as befcre, and found the 
Vagina perfectly clear; and the orifice of 
the Uterus ſo far cloſed, as not to adinit 
of the little finger, I conſtantly ſtood be- 
fore her, nor did any perſon whatſo- 
ever touch her during that time. Af- 
ter three or four very ſtrong pains, that 
laſted ſeveral! minuets, I delivered her of 
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the ſkin of the above - ſaid rabbet, rolled 
and ſqueezed up like a ball, without the 
leaſt moiſture or blood about it; upon 
which ſhe recovered of her pain. 


FRon that time I did no ſtir from be- 
fore her, nor did I withdraw my hand, 


but to deliver the ſkin to a ſtander by. 


ABouUT ten minuets after, as near as 

I can judge, ſhe again fell into labour- 
pains, though more ſudden and ſhort than 
the former; at which time J again deliver- 
ed her of the head of the Rabbet, with the 
furr on, part of one of the ears, being 
torn off, alſo without any blood or 
moiſture : and as totheſe two deliverie, 
and particularly as to the circumſtances 
of the latter, Mr. Molyneux having 
drawn up an account of this whole af- 
fair, for his own private ſatisfaction; im- 
mediately 


bl 
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mediately upon our return to London; 
J beg leave to refer, for the conviction 
he had of the truth thereof, to that ac- 
count, which I have his leave to ſay, he 


will communicate to any Gentleman that 
is defarous to peruſe it. 


AFTER this ſhe ſoon grew eaſy, and 
Mr, Howard gave her a ſleeping draught. 


Anour ten in the evening we ſaw the 
woman for the laſt time, ſhe being then 
in bed: having felt her belly, I found it 
ſoft, except thoſe lumps, which ſtill were 
in the ſame place as before- mentioned. 


BETWIx the times of viſiting the 
woman, we examined the ſeycral Rabbets, 
which were all kept ſeperate in diſtin 
pots, with ſpirits of wine, in the order 
that they were brought away. 


R 2 THx 
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Tux firft animal did not appear to be 

to be a perfect Rabbet in all its parts, 
three of the ſeet being like the paws of 
a cat, the flomach and inteſtines like thoſe 
parts in in the ſame animal, as alſo the 
ſhape and figure of the Thorax; the 
Jungs and heart of which were en- 
tirely out of their natural ſitua» 
tion, and ſqueezed out between the 
upper ribs and Vertebræ of che neck, to 
which parts they ſtrongly grew and ad- 
hered. The lungs of this creatute, had 
they been placed in their natural cavity, 
would not have filled above a ſixth part of 
it: the bones of this creature being alſo 
d:ſfcrent in ſubſtance and ſtruct ure, from 
thoſe of common Rabbets, the head and 
one paw only excepted. 


AL the other thirteen animals were, 
ina every particular, like well formed, 
common, 
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common, natural Rabbets, from the ſize 
of two months growth to four, They 
were all broken in pieces, and much in 
the ſame manner, I fhall deſcribe theſe 
pieces in the order that Mr, Howard told 
us they had commonly been brought away. 
Firſt the four paws with the furr on; then 
the liver and inteſtines; the trunk and 
fhoulders in another part: in three 
or four animals the loins ſeparated from 
the Os Sacrum; and in the reſt, the 
Iſchium, and thighs in one piece, with 
the loyns; the head with its furr, and 
laſtly the ſkin. 


WHEN all theſe ſeveral parts were put 
together in their proper order, they ma- 
niteſtly made up, and appeared to belong 
to the above-mentioned animals: but the 
Viſcera were wanting in four or five of 
them. One remarkable circumſtance 1s, 


Rs that 
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that moſt of theſe animals were females, 
as far as I could judge. 


Tux heart and liver of thoſe which we 


-examined, appeared much Jarger than 


uſual, when compared with the Lungs 
and Iateſtines which belonged to them 
which on the contrary were extremely 
1mal!. The Cœcum and Colon, which 
are remarkably large in Rabbets, appeared 
not to exceed in bigneſs the other in- 
teſtines, and the ſpire] ſiruQure of the 


Ccœcum was not yet unfolded ; the ſto- 


mach was in like manner much contracted, 
and its Pilorus very ftreight and narrow. 
IJ could not diſcover, in any of the Livres 
that I examined, the Ductus Venoſue, 


nor the implantation of the Umbelical 
Vein in that organ, 


I opencd 
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d opened three or four of the hearty 
and found in every one of them the Fora- 
men Ovale and the Ductus Artereſus fully 
open, the two trunks of the deſcendant 
Cava united at the right auricle of the 
heact, agreeable to that ſtructure which 


is peculiar to natural Rabbets, and ſome 
few other animals. 


Tux fleſh of theſe creatures, particu- 
daily of that which Jextraded, had the 
ſmell of Rabbets juſt killed; and the ſub» 
Nance of their bones were, in all reſpeAs, 
like the bones of Fœtus Rabbets ; in ſe- 


veral of them the Epiphyſes were ſeparated 
from the bones themſelves. 


ALL the heads which J examined had 
their compleat number of teeth, four cut- 
ters before, and ten grinders on each ſide, 
but they appeared not in the leaſt worn 
nor 
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nor ffained, as the teeth of other Rabbets 
are by maſtication. 


Tux nails of the paws were moſt of 


them excecdingly ſharp. 


Tur ſkins were all produced, being 
dreſſed in allum; they were of ſeveral 
colours, as to their furr, which was con- 
fiderably long, and in one particularly 
which was the fifth Rabbet) that part 
which covered the head was curled, 


TE Rabbet which I extracted weighed 
-one and twenty ounces Averdupoize, 
making an allowance for one of the paws 
not yet come away, and part of the Viſ- 
cera that were loft, | 


From all theſe confiderations I was 
-fully convinced, that at the ſame time 
that 
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hat the external appearance of theſe ani- 
nals was exactly like ſuch creatures, ay 
muſt inevitably undergo the changes that 
happen to adult animals, by food and air, 
they carryed within them the ſtrongeſt 
marks of Fœtus's, even by ſuch parts as 
cannot exiſt in an adult, and without 
which a Foetus cannot poflivly be ſuppoſed 
to live, This, I think, proves in the 
ſtrongeſt terns poſſibly that theſe aniinals 
were of a particular kind, and not bred 
in a natural way; nor will there be any 
!oubt remaining, (even with the leaſt 
nowing in thele matters) when thoſe 
-arts which are ſubſervient to the circula- 
ion of the blood, and neuriſhment be- 
ween an adult crca ure and its Fœtus ate 
rought away; which I am fully ſatisfied 
nuſt hortly happen, or, if retained, be 
he cauſe of this woman's death. 


ALL 
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A1 l. theſe fafts were verified before 
his Majeſty, on Saturday, Nov. the abtb, 
by the anatomical Demonſtration of the 
firſt, the third, and ninth of theſe ani- 
mals, which were compared with the 
parts of two natural Rabbets, the one of 
the age of feur months and the other five 
days, Dr.Steigerthal and Dr, Teſſier being 


Preſent. 


T ſhall with all convenient ſpeed pub- 
liſh the anatomy of theſe Preter-natural 
Rabbets, with their figures taken from 


the life, and compared with the parts of 


Rabbets of the ſame growth, that the dife 


ferences before mentioned {may be fully 
underſtoed. 


Ix the mean while, I ſhall relate what 
appeared in the diſſection of two 
Rabbets, 


n 


Rabbets, which I performed in the pre- 
ſence of Mr. Molyneux. the very day 
that we returned from Guildford ; the 


one was of four months growth, and 


much of the ſize of that which I had tak» 


en from the woman, the other was barely 
fifteen days old. The lungs of the larger 


were, as nearly as I can judge, twenty 
times bigger in capacity than thoſe of the 
præternatural one, and the lungs of the 
ſmaller were at leaſt eight times the big- 


neſs of the fore-mentioned ; both theſe 


were excecdingly different, in colour and 
conſiſtence, from thoſe of the præterna- 
tural Rabbet. 


TE Foramen Ovale of the ſmaller 
Rabbet was more than two thirds open, 
and that in the larger was ſo far cloſed, 
as but juſt to admit a yery ſmall probe, 
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As to the flomach and inteſtines, the 
difference was ſo notoriouſly great from 
thoſe we had examined, that even in the 
ſucking Rabbet, the ſtomach and Cœcum 
were at leaſt three times larger than thoſe 
parts in the præternatural ones. 


I ſhall give no other account of the 
woman, than what | think pertinent to 
this ſubject: by the ſeveral queſtions w hich 
J put to her, I was informed, that ſhe 
was born and bred at Godiyman; fhe 
ſeemed to be of a healthy ſtrong conſtitu- 
tion, of a ſmall ſize, and fair complex ion; 
of a very ſullen temper ; ſhe can neither 
write nor read: ſhe has becn married 
about ſix years to one Joſhua Toft, junior, 
a poor journey. man elothicr, at Godly 
man, by whom ſhe has had three children. 
The account ſhe further gave of hert{if, 
was, that on the 23d of April laſt, as !}:- 
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was weeding in a field, ſhe ſaw a Rab» 
bet ſpring up near her, after which ſhe 
Tan, with another woman that was at work 
juſt by her; this tet her a longing for 
Rabbets, being then as ſhe thought, five 
weeks gone with child; the other woman 
perceiving ſhe was uneaſy, charged her 
with longing for the Rabbet they could 
not catch, but ſhe deny dit: ſoon after 
another Rabbet ſprung up near the ſame 
place, which ſhe endeayoutr'd likewiſe to 
catch. The ſame night ſhe dreamt that 
ſhe wat in a field with thoſe two Rabbets in 
her lap, and awaked with a ſick fit, which 
laſted till morning; from that time, for 
above three months, ſhe had a conftant 
and ſtrong deſire to eat Rabbets, but be- 
ing very poor and indigent could not pro- 
cure any, About ſeventcen weeks after 
her longing, ſhe was taken with flooding 
and violent cholick pains, which made 
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her to miſcarry of a ſubſtance that ſhe 


ſaid was like a large lump of fleſh. Three 
weeks after this, ſhe was again taken with 
a floodirg, and yoided another ſubſtance 
like the former, but not ſo large. Not- 
withitanding theſe accidents, ſhe did not 
perceive herſelf to grow leſs, but conti- 
nued with the ſymptoms of a breeding 


woman; in ſo much that in the begin- 


ning of September, as ſhe was working in 
the hop-gr1ound, the milk flowed profuſely 
ſrom her breaſts ; and as ſhe had children 
before, ſhe thought ſhe felt very different- 
ly from what ſhe uſed to do. That on 
the 27th of September laſt ſhe was taken 
very ill in the night, and ſent for her 
mother-in-law, who is a mid iſe, and a 
neighbouring woman, at which time ſhe 
voided ſomewhat, which ſhe took to be 
the lights and guts of a pig, which her 
huſband carried to Mr. Howard, who ſome 

days, 
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days, afterwards came to her and deliver- 
ed of ſome parts of the animal firfl men © 
tioned. After a fortnight ſhe was churched 
and thought all was over with her. She 
told me that her huſband had not coha- 
bitcd with her, from the time of her firſt 
miſcarriage; and that after the firſt Rahbet 
was brought away, ſhe had one regular 
menſtrual evacuation, 


Tur Account of Mr. Howard gave 
was, in every material cireumſlance, the 
lame with the woman's, relation: he ſaid 
the guts and liver (as he thought) of a 
Rabvet were brought to him, but he ne- 
rer knew or heard of the woman or her 
friends till then, and that at firt he took 
this to be intended as an impoſition upon 
him, but was at laſt with much perſua- 
fon prevailed, on to go to aſſiſt her at 
Godlyman; that he did accordingly de- 
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liver her of part of the firſt Rabbet; that 
he attended her at Godly man, till ſhe was 
delivered of the ninth Rabbet ; but that 
it being very inconvenient to attend her 
there, which made him neglect all his other 
buſineſs, he had brought her to Guildford 
for better cenveniency. 


Mx. Howard further related, that 
when ſhe was delivered of one Rabbet, 
another was immediately felt in her belly, 
{lruggling with ſuch violence, that the 
motion thereof could be ſenſib' y felt and 
ſeen : that this motion has ſometimes been 


fo ſtrong, as to move the bed-clothes, and 


that it has laſted for twenty and above 
thirty hours together, This particular 
fact was unanimonſly agreed on, and at- 
teſted by moſt of the people at Guildford, 
who have head the curioſity to go to ice 
her, and was confirmed to Mr. Moly- 
neux and myſelf, by above tea different 


perſons 
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perſons, who all ſeemed to be indifferent 
in this matter. 


Mx. Howard further told me, that, 
during this motion, ſhe was always free 
from pain, and chearful ; but that im- 


mediately upon the ceaſing of it, ſhe 
grew ſick and ſoon began to perceive her 


labour-pains drawing near; that upon her 
firſt pains, the bones of the animal were 
ſentibly heard to ſnap, and break by the 
violent convulſive motions of the Uterus: 
this laſt circumſtance was likewiſe related 
by the ſame perſons that atteſted the for · 
mer. He further added, that ſhe had 
four breakings of waters in the coming of 


the Rabbets, although in no great quan- 
Uty. 


On Wedneſday the tae 23d inſtant, I 
ſet out again for Guildford, with Mr, 
D'Anteny, being reſolved to bring the 
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wornan to town, if there was any proſpect 
of more Rabbets. We arrived there at 
one in the afternoon, and we found Mr. 
Howard ftanding at his door, who told us 
that ſhe had been delivered of two more 
Rabbets ſince I had ſeen her, and that 
| he hoped all was over, being he did not 
perccive in the Uterus any motion as uſual. 
I viſited her ſeveral times that day, and 
proceeded in every reſpe& as before; her 
pains, which, when | faw her the firſt 
time, were mixed with intervals of quiet 
and reſt, now were conftant and fixed on 
the right fide of her belly; her pulſe was 
more irregu ar; ſhe deſcribed her pain as 
if very coarſe brown paper was tearing 
from within her. Toward cight o'clock 
that evening fhe voided a piece of the 
membranes of a Placenta, rolled up like 
parchment ; when it when it was extended, 
it meaſured about ſix inches over. The 

next 
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next morning, as I was packing up ſome 
of the Rabbets to bringto town with me, 
Mr. Howard was ſent ſor over, and Mr. D' 
Aateny, Dr. Hampe, and myſelf attend- 
ed him. We found her in exquiſite tor- 
ture, and after ſeven or eight minutes, 
fhe was again diſburthened of a membrane 
in ſtructure, ſhape and fize exactly like 
the former. This was the firft part that 
I ſaw come from her with ſome effuſion 
of Blood. She did not ſeem in the leaſt 
relieved after this operation, her pulſe 
continued irregular, her tongue white, 


and her urine deeply ſtained with a Mucus 
and livid blood, 


Mx. Ahlers having been at Guildford, 
by his majeſty's order, (as Mr. Howard 
told us) to enquire into the truth of this 
fact, was fully convinced of it, as he him- 


ſelf 
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ſelf declared, having aſſiſted the greateſt 
part of Sunday the 2oth inſtant, at the 
delivery of ſome of the fixteenth Rabber, 
which he brought to town with him. But 
as on this occaſion his behaviour has been 
repreſented here different from what it 
was at Guildford, I cannot better vindi- 
cate that Gentleman's character, than by 
ſubjoining the following affidavits, which 
were taken in the preſence of Mr. D' An- 
teny, and Dr. Hampe, And that the 
truth, ſo far as it relates to this point, may 
be known, I think he is ſtrictly obliged, 
in juſtice to the publick, forthwith to give 
an account of what he ſaw and tranſacted 
there; as 1 here have done, 


Lendon, Monday 
Nou. 28, 1726. 
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or HAVE carefully read the above 

narrative, Whether the animals 
© mentioned therein were pi ternaturally 
4 produced in this woman, or that a fraud 
is practicable in this caſe, I do not take 
© upon me to ſay, gentlemen who are 
4 ſufficieat judges will determine that 
© matter upon proper evidence; I can on- 
ly certify, That I did draw up a rela- 
tion 4s is above-mentioned, which in 
de the mo material circumſtances of 
« fact, rgrees with this narrative; and I 
„ can further affirm, that J did not per- 
6 ceive the leaſt circumſtance of fraud 


6 in the conduct of this affair while I was 
« at Guildſoid,” 


Nov. 29, 1729, 


S. Molyneux. 


( 200 ) 


Guildford, in Com)? Surry. +, 


= J OH N Howard of Guildford in 

the county of Surry, ſurgeon, 
maketh oath, That on Sunday the twen- 
ticth day of this inſtant month of Novem- 
ber, at about ten o'clock in the morning, 
he, this deponent was called home to a 
perſon who told him his name was Ahlers; 
that he was come to ſee Mary Toft; that 
he was ordered by his majeſly to attend 
her till all was over; and that he was ſur- 
geon to his majeſty's German houſhold- 
And this deponent ſaith, That at that 
very time the nurſe of the ſaid Mary Toft 
came to acquaint this deponent, that the 
faid Mary Toft was in labour: and there- 
upon this deponent carried the ſaid Mr, 
Ahlers over to her with him, and having 
touched her in his preſence, deſired him 
to examine her, ſor that he found all 


things 
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thinge ready for a delivery. That Mr, 
Ahlers did accordingly examine; but this 
deponent fiading that he did not haſten 
her delivery, ner that he proceeded as one 
who underſtands midwifery ſhould do, 
this deponent directed him how to pro- 
ceed in the cx:raftion, which after ſome 
time Mr. Ahlers effected, having brought 
away the loins and inferior parts of a Rab- 
bet, of about three months growth. That 
after this Mr. Ahlers told this deponent, 
and all the perſons preſent, that he was 
fully ſatisfied, and convinced of the truth, 
and that he could have no doubts after 
ſuch proofs, That at the ſame time he 
gave the woman a guinea, expreſſing great 
ſatisfaction, and promiſing that he would 
procure her a penſion from his majeſty : 
that he repeated the ſame things to Mr, 
Thomas Howard, in this deponent's pre. 

ſence, nor did he offer any objections or 
| doubts 
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doubts to chen. That ſome time after 
Mr. Ahlers deſired to touch the wor an 
again; but as at the time before he had 
put her to a great deal of unneceflary 
pain this deponent deſired him to forbear. 
That ſome time after Mr. Ahlers ſaid he 
was not well, and that he muſt haften back 
to London. That this deponent preſſed 
him to ſtay, that he might aſſiſt at the 
bringing away of the remainder of the 
Rabbet, but could not prevail on him; 
and ſoon after be accordinly ſet out for 
London, although it was almoſt dark. 


Jon HowaRD. 


Jur. viceſims quints die Novembris, 
Anno Reg. Regis Geo, &c. 13. 
Anno Dom. .1726. coram 

Jos. Buxrr, Mayor. 

JaMEs CLIFFTON. 


MARY 
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ow AR Y Toft, the wife of Joſhua 
S | Toft, of Godlyman in the 
« county of Surry, clothworker, and 
% Mary Coften, nurſe to the ſaid Mary 
«« Toft, ſeverally make oath, That Mr- 
« Ahlers declared it was wonderful 
„ people would not believe a fact that 
« was ſo true as this appeared to him, 
«© and the ſaid Mary Toft faith, That 
„Mr. Ahlers examined her breafts, and 
“ found milk in ono of them.“ 


The Mark of 
Mary { Toft. 


The Mark of 
Mary + Coſten, 
Jur. Die & Anno ſupraditt. 


coram,. 


Joſ. Burtt, Mayor. 
James Cliffton, 


Vor. III. * ELIZA- 
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Guildferd, in Com? Surry, & ſſ- 
ec LIZABETH Holmes; of 


45 Guildford in the county of Sur - 


© ry, wicow, maketh oath, That on 
“Sunday the twentieth day of this inſtant 
&« Novejuber, at about fcur in the af- 
6c ternon, ſhe aſked Mr. Ahlers, who 
« dined then at her houſe, bearing the fign 
ce of the White» Heart, whether he be- 
& licycd this account; and that his an- 
« ſucr was, I hat he fully did believe it · 
&« To which this Ceponent replied; Then 
« ] hope, Sir, ycu will convince a great 
% many unbelievers when you 1eturn to 
& London, as ſome other gentlemen have 
& already dene; to which he ſaid he 
& ſhould, as this deponent apprehendcd., 
Eliz. Helmes. 

Jin“ vcceſemo quinto die Novembris 

An. Ng. Regis Geo. Sc. 13. 

Anno Demini 1726. coram. 


Tel. Burtt, Mayor. 
James Clittton, 


6 


* LIVE Sands, the wife of John 
2 Sands, of Guilſord, in the coun— 
e ty of Surry, ſadler, maketh oath, 
% That ſhe was conſtantly in the room 
« on Sunday the zoth inflant with Mr- 
„Ahlers, from eleven in the morning 
© to three in the afternoon, That Mrs. 
Helmes called him to dinner, that du- 
« ring the whole time the woman was 
in violent labour, and that he did not 
« leave her in all that time but to go to 
% dinner. That this deponent ſaw Mr. 
„Ahlers examine the woinan's breaſts, 
e and found milk in one of them, and 
« that ſhe heard him ſay he was ordered 
e by his majeſty to attend the ſaid wo- 
© man, Mary Toft, till it was all over. 
« And further ſaith, that the ſaid Mr, 
& Ahlers ſaid he would endeavour to get 
. *© the woman a penſion from his majeſty 
« or words to that effect, on his ſeeming 
11 5 ſatisfied 
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ce ſatisfied of the miſery the woman un- 
© derwent.“ a 


Olive Sands. 


Fur Dei & Anno 
ſupradict, coram, 


Joſ. Brutt, Mayor. 
James Cliffton, 


THOMAS 
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Guildferd, in Com' Surry, vi. 


\"HOMAS Howard of Gnuild- 
ford, in the County of Surry, 
ſurgeon, maketh oath, That on Sun- 


* day the twentieth day of this inſtant 


month of November, this deponent 
went to ſee the poor wiſcrable woman 
Mary Toft, about three o'clock in 
the afternoon, where he found in her 
chamber one Mr, Ahlers, a ſurgeon, 
who told this deponent he was come to 
{ce her the ſaid woman, and that he 
was ordered by his majeſty to attend 
her till *rwes all over. That the ſaid 
Mr. Ahlers ,himfelf, in the aforeſaid 
chamber, ſhewed this deponent the 
loins and inferior parts of a Rabbet, 
which he told this deponent HE Ex- 
TRACTED HIMsELT OUT OF THE 
UTERUs, That this deponent asked 

* 2 „ hin 
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him what his opinion was in this caſe, 
to-which he anſwered, and told this de- 
ponent, He was fully convinced and 
ſatisfied that it came out of the Uterus. 
That then the deponent aſked him, if 
t was poſſible it could be forced or thruſt 
into the Uterus; to which his anſwer 
was, No. That after this deponent 
was with him at the White-Hart-Inn 
in Guildford, and there Mr. Ahlers 
repeated part of what he had ſaid 
before. That this deponent there preſſ - 
ed him very much to ſtay all night, to 
take away allthe reſtof the parts of the 
aforeſaid Rabbet : Upon which he ſaid 
he had a giddinefs, and a turning round 
in his hcad, with a pain on his neck and 
ſhoulders, and ſoreneſs of his throat, 
which inade him very uneaſy, and that 


he was reſolved to go back to London. 
That the faid Mr, Ahlers gave the 


6 wonan 
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e woman money, and told her he would 
et procure her a penſien, and ſo took his 


& his leave of ker. And this deponent 
4% ſaith, that the ſaid Mr. Ahlers went 


c from Guildford, about five of the clock 
6 in the afternoon,” 


Tho. Howard. 


Tur. viceſimo ſeptimo die Novembris, 
Anne Reg. Regis Gee. Cc. 13 Anno 
Domini, 1726. coram 


Joi. Burtt, Mayor. 
James Cliffton. 
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Of what was obſerve'd during a 
CLOSE ATTENDANCE 
- U-P O N 
MARY TOPT, 
The pretended 


RaBBET- BREEDER 
OF 
Godalming in Surry; 
From Monday, Nov. 28, to Med- 


neſday Dec. 7 following. 
Together with 
An Account of her Confeſſion of the 
FRAU D. 

By Sir RICHARD MANNINGHAM, 
Knight ; Fellow of the Royal Socicty, 
and of the College of Phyſicians, Lon- 
don. 


KN EXEXACT 
D 7 A KY 


Of what was obſeryed during a 
cloſe Attendance upon Mary 
Toft, the pretended Rabbet- 
Breeder, Ec. 


N Sunday evening the 25th of No- 
vember, 1726. Mr. St. Andre, a- 
natomiſt to his majeſty, having received 
an expreſs from Mr, John Howard, ſur- 
geon and man-midwite in Guildford» 
giving him an account that another Rab- 
bet was then leaping in Mary Toft, ſent 
me notice of it by letter about eleven of 
the clock che ſame night, defiring withal 
thit I would keep at home, and he would 
call 
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call upon me ſome time that night, in or- 
der to carry me with him to Guildford. 


I ſat up till two in the morning waiting 
for him, and then ſent my ſervant to his 
houſe, defiring to be excuſed, for | was 

then going to bed; my ſervant returned, 
before | was got into bed, and told me 
Mr. St, Andre would be with me pre- 
ſently, and deſired I would not go to bed. 


AccorDINGLY, between three and 
four in the morning, he and Mr. Lim- 
borch, a German ſurgeon, and man-mid- 
wife, came to my houſe; and Mr. St, 
Andre told me he had been at Kenſington 
ſince he wrote to me, and deſired me to 
go immediately with him to Guildford ; 
adding that it was his majeſty's pleaſure 
that I ſhould ſec this Godalming woman 
ſo muck talked of, and after a ſtrict ex- 

aminatiog 


Enn 


ami nation to make my report concern- 
ing her. 


IMMEDIATELY we ſet out together 
for Guildford, about four in the moraing, 
and arrived there a little after twelve at 
noon ; we ſtopped at Mr. Howard's houſe 
ho being out of town we went directly 
over the way tothe houſe where Mary 
Toft (the woman ſaid to be delivered of 
ſeventeen Rabbets) then lodged. 


I fourd her in bed, and after aſking 
her ſeveral queſtions, in the preſence of 
Mr. St. Andre, Mr. Limborch, and ſeve- 
ral wemen midwives, I procceded to 
exainine her breaſts, wherein was a ſmall 
quainty of thin Serous Matter like Milk; 
I then felt her belly all over very care - 
fully, which was ſoft, and not niuch 


lerger than ordinary, and by no mean, 
Vo III. U like 


1 


like a woman with child; the ſide of her 
belly, indeed was ſomewhat bigger than 
the left, with a hardneſs a-croſs it, which 
when preis'd, the ſaid it gave her pain, 


I afterwards diligently ſearched the 
whele Vagina, and being well affured at 
that time all was clear from impoſture, 
I touched the Os Uteri, which was clole 
and con:racled in ſuch manner that would 
nct receive ſo much as the point of a bod- 
Kin into it's orifſice; the neck of the Ute- 
Tus was ſomewhat long; I then preſe'd 
againſt the Uterus with my fingers opened 
in ſuch a manner as to receive as much cf 
the body of the Uterus into my hand as 
poſſible, which ſeemed to me to contain 
{omething of ſubſtance in its cavity. 


V HILE 


1 

WuiIE I was thus examining I ap- 
plied my other had at different times to 
the ſeveral parts of her belly, whereby 
it ſeemed to me that there was ſubſtznce, 
not only in the cavity of the Uterus, but 
alſo along the right ſide of the belly, Which 
I then judged to be the Fallopian Tube; 
but feeling no motion all this wiile, | 
enquired of the wo nen ta-a preſent how 
long it was ſince the Rabbet least (as they 
termed it) and whether they were of 
opinion it was now dea]; to which they 
anſwered, the lat time it leapt was about 
one in the moraing. 


I left her for that time, and did not vi- 
fit her again till about five in the after- 
noon, jointly with Mr. John Howard ker 
ſurgeon, when I agaia examined her in 
like manner as before, and aſking Mr, 
Jokn Howard, whether he then thought 

U 2 tie 
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the Rabbet was dead? He anſwered, he 
could not exactly tell, but had lately ob- 
ſerved, if bot clothes were apply'd, the 
the Rabbet (if alive) would leap again, 


upon which I immediatly ordered clothes 


to be made very hot, and apply'd them 
myſelf to all her belly, being very deſirous 
to feel that leaping motion they ſo much 
talk'd of. Upon applying of the firſt 
cloth the motion began, which they called 
the leaping np of the Rabbet; it was in- 
deed a motion like a ſudden leaping of 
ſomething within the right fide of her 
belly, where I had before felt that pars 
ticular hardneſs, 


'Tas motions were various, ſometimes 


with very ſtrong throws croſs the belly, 


eſpecially on the right ſide, at other times- 
with ſudden jerks and rifings, and tremu- 
lous motions and pantings like the flroag 

| pu: (ations 


( 219 ) 


pulſations of the heart; and as I ſat on 
the bed in company with five or fix wo-- 
men, it would ſometimes ſhake us all very 
ſtrongly : the whole appeared to me very 
different from any convullive or hyſterick 
motion I had ever met with before, 


We then left the woman, and Mr, 
Howard parted from us, Mr. St. Andre, 
Mr. Lim borch, band myſelſ went t1 the 


White-hart-Inn ; but within leſs than aa 


hour Mr. John Howard brought us, 
wrapt in a paper, a p.cce of membrane, 
wh:ch he ſaid he had juſt taken ſrom the 
woman, and ſhew'd it vs. I told him 
he ought to have ſent for me, that [| might 
have taken it away mylelt; being come 
down for that purpele; to Which he rc- 
Pli:d, twas true, but he believed there 
was more to come, which I ſhould take 
away before I returned to London, or t) 


U'3 | that 
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that effect. Upon examing the membrane 
which he brought, it appeared to me like 
a piece of bladder, but he inſiſted it was a 
part of the Chorion, and that he had more 
of it at home: Upon which I walked 
with him to his houſe to ſee the Rabbets 
and membranes which he ſaid he had taken 


from the woman and preſerved in ſpirits 
of wine. 


Mr. John Howard aſked me to go with 


him and ſee one of his patients who was 


very ill; adding, he believed it would 


be ſome time before any more membranes 
would come; and having left orders to be 
ſent for ſo ſoon as the woman's pains came 
on, we forthwith went thither, and from 
thence to Mr. Caſtle's at the Priory where 
we met Mr. Thomas Howard, his bro- 


and ſeyeral gentlemen of the neighbout- 
hood, 


ABvUUT 


13 


Asovr eight in the evening a meſſea- 
ger came to us from the woman and told 
us the was in pain: we went immediately, 
and I found her fitting in a great chair by 
the fire-fide ; I aſked her if ſhe was then 
in pain, ſhe anſwered no, but that ſhe 
had ſome ſharp pains juſt before I came 
in: I then touch'd her, and in the Vigi- 
na perceived with my fore- finger and 
thumb ſomewhat like a piece of ſkin; 
but being willing to know whether it came 
out of the Uterus, I paſſed my finger on 
one ſide the ſaid piece of ſkin in the Vi- 
gina to find if there was any part of that 
ſkin or membrane yet remaining within 
the Uterus; but perceiving the Os Uteri 
cloſe, as before, and in the ſame form as 
1 left it laſt, I preſently took out what 
lay in the Vigina and ubon examining it, 
confefs I was much ſurprized, it appearing 
to me ſo like a piece of hog's bladder, that 


] was 


* 
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I was not able to form any other judgment 
of it, as] then told Mr. Howard, Mr. 


St. Andre, Mr. Limborch, and all that 


were there preſ:nt, aſſuring them that it 
was my opinion that membrane never came 


out of the Uterus. 


Taz weman, Mary Toft, from whom 
J had taken it, ſeemed much concerned 
at what I ſaid, and,cry'd, I aſked her 
the reaſon of her crying, to which ſhe 
gave me no anſwer, but the women about 
her ſaid, it was becauſe ſhe ſuppoſed I 
thought her a cheat. 


1 aſked for a hog's bladder, and they 
preſently brought one freſh blown up, 
which it ſeems they had in the houſe ; 
This added to my jealouſy. Then I com- 
pared the membrane which I took from 
the woman with the .kog's bladder, and 

could 
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eould perceive no difference but in the 
thickneſs, in which the bladder ſomething 
exceeded the membrane; they had both 
the ſame ſtrong urinous ſmell peculiar to 
a hog's bladder, Iſtill infiſted I ſhould 
not be fatisfizd as to that affair, unleſs I 
received out of the Uterus itſelf a piece of 
membrane of the ſame kind with that I 
had already taken ſrom the Vagina, 


Mr John Howard and Mr. St. Andre bid 
me have a little patience and [ ſheuld 
ſoon be fully ſatisficd, I ſtill urg'd the 
finilitude of the membrane to a heg's 
bladder, requiring them to tell me what 
they themſelves thought it did moſt re- 
ſemble? Both of them agreed, nothing 
Jook*'d more like a hog's bladder than it 
did; and Mt. St. Andre added, that had 
he not actually delivered the woman of 
part of a Rabbet from the very Uteius it- 

ſelf 
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ſelf, this eircumſtance would alſo induce 
him to believe the whole a fraud; 


Tuk fame evening Mary Toft had 
ſeveral pains like labour-pains while I fat 
before her, which I believe was fall three 
hours, and I was all that time in expec- 
tation of feceiving ſomething from her 
Uterus; the pains were ſometimes very 
preſſiag, and the Os Uteri ſcemed to pre- 
par for opening, but they went off again 
ſuddenly. 


WHEN we returned from the wo:nan te 
the W hite- Hart, I told them again, that 
the more I conſidered the thing, the more 
ſtrongly I was convinced, that the meme 
brane I took from the woman had never 
been in the Uterus, but was really a piece 
of hog's bladder artfully conveyed into 


Uron 
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Urox this, very warm diſputes aroſe 
amongſt us, and Mr. St. Andre urged it 
was not more ſurpriſing, than that Rab- 
bets ſhould come from her Uterus ;adding 
that ke was convinced of that truth by 
examining the Rabbet he had taken from 
her Uterus; which at the ſame time had 


the exact external apprarance of animals, 
like ſuch creatures ay muft inevitably un- 
dergo the changes that happen to adult 
animals by focd and air; 2nd that they 
carried within them the ſtrongeſt marks 
of Fœtus's {even by ſuch parts as cannot 
exiſt in an adult, and witkout which a 
Fœtus cannot pofſibly be ſuppos'd to live, 
or to that effect. This he thought proved, 
in the ſtiongeſt terms poſſible, that theſe 
animals were of a particular kind, and 
not bred in a natural way, ſaying, Why 
therefore might nut this membrane which 
locks like a hog's bladder, come alſo out 


of 
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of the Uterus? from whence he verily 
believed that it did, aud that it might be 
part of the Chorion ; to which Mr. How- 
ard and Mr. Limborch aſſented. 


AFTER this diſpute, and at their joint 
defire, I determined to make no publick 
mention of this affair till I had ſeen the 
event of the whole tranſaction, or had 
freſh reafon to ſuſpect a fraud, left by 
ſuh an calarm I ſhould rather obſtruct 
than forward the finding out the truth ; 
I then marked the membrane which 1 
took from the Vagina, by cutting a ſmall 
part of it, which I brought with ine to 
Lendon. | h 


Toeſday the 2gth, we brought Mary 
Toft to London with us, and lodged 
her at Mr. Lacy's Bagnie in Leicefter-- 
Field's, I fat vp with her all that night; 

ſhe 
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ſhe often had the motion on the right 
fide of her belly, and ſometimes very 


ſtrongly, 


WEDNESDAY the zoth, the motion 
was more faint, . and ſhe paſled the night 
tolerably well, Some time that day I 
told Dr. Douglaſs what I had obſerved at 
Guildford, and teok out of my pocket- 
book t he piece of membrane which I called 
a piece of hog's bladder, and ſhewed it 
kim, and aſked his opinion; he ſaid it 
laoked like a piece of hog's bladder, and 
added, Surely this muft be a cheat, or te 
effect: The ſame day I told the ſtory of 
the hog's bladder to his grace the duke of 
Richmond, duke of Montague, lord Bal- 
timore, and Mr. Molyneux, but did not 
declare it publickly for the reaſons I have 
given. 
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THuRsDAY the iſt inflant, about ten 
in the morning, the motion was very 
languid, and having intermitted fer a 
while, ſne was ſeized with pains like thoſe 
of labour: 1 then prepared, as before at 
Guildferd, to deliver her; and having 
diligently ſearched the Vagina, I found it 
clear, and received a pain or twe, which 
were ſtrong and exaQly like labour-pains : 
epen this I defired Dr. Douglaſs, who 
vis then preſent, that he would pleaſe 
likewiſe to examine her, and openly de- 
clare his opinion, which he did, and in 
the hearing of ſeveral perſons of diſtincti- 
on, profeſs'd that he {found the Vagina 
clear, and was of opinion the pains were 
of the ſame nature with labour-pains. I 
then took my place again, and received 
more pains of the like nature, and per- 
ceived the Os Uteri to ſpread a little and 
grow ſofter, her facc alſo fluſhed and her 

pulſc 
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pulſe was raiſed, as it always was when- 
ever ſhe had thoſe pains upon her. 


AFTER ſometime the motion on the 
Tight ſide of her belly, which they call'd 
the leaping up of the Rabbet, begun 
again, and thoſe pains like labour-pains 
went ſuddenly off; her pulſe ſoon be- 
came calm as before, and the fluſhing of 
her face diſappeared ; ſhe paſt'd the re- 
n.aiader of rhe day indifferently well, 1 
having for the moſt part the motion on the f 
right ſide of her belly, which I never ob- | 
ſerved had any influence on her pulſe ; her 
diet was beef, rabbet, red-herring, and 
ſuch like ; that night ſhe ſlept very well, 


motion the greateſt part of the day, to- 

wards evening it increaſed extreamly, q 

inſomuch that ſhe ſell into violent con- 
X 2 vullions, 1 
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vulſions, which I never obſerved in her, 
with frequent contraftiens of her fingers, 
rolling of her eyes, and preat rilings in 
her ſtomach and belly: During the fit ſhe 
would often make a whining noiſe, and 
and at intervals be more than ordinary 
faint, She continued in her fit near two 
hours, for ſome minutes I could ſcarcely 
perceive ſhe had auy pulſe; when ſhe came 
out of her fit, ſhe perceived herſelf very 
weak for ſome time, and when I aſked if 
ſhe remembered ſhe had been in a fit, ſhe 
anſwered, No; fhe reſted well that night, 


On Saturday the zd in the morning 
ſhe was britk, and all that day had the 
motion by intervals, toxards evening 
the had another convultion fit, though not 
ſo violent as the former; this night ſhe 


was very reſtleſs, and ſometimes convul- 
led, 


(2988: 


ſed, had a difficulty of making water, and 
the motion in her belly was very little. 


On Sunday tke 4th inſtant, about 
eleven of the clock in the morning, Dr* 
Douglaſs and myſelf did carefully ex- 
amine her belly, when we perceived a 
ſwelling a little above the Os Pubis, ſuch 
at we had never felt there before, it was 
long, and as we apprehended in the cavity 
of the Uterus, which we obſerved had lit- 
de or no motion, this we could not ac- 
count for; we cach of us examined the 
Vagina, and found it clear as before, the 
Os Uteri ſoft and ſpread, as on Thurl- 
day laſt, but ſomething more relaxed. 


ABouT three in the afternon, the 
pains, like labour- pains, came on again; 
1 touched her as before, and Dr. Doug- 
laſs, Dr. Mowbray, Mr. Limborch the 
German ſurgeon and man midwife, who 
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| were then preſent, did the ſame; and we 
agreed, that the nature of the pains, were 
ſuch, and fo violent, as we apprehended 
ſomething would ſoon iſſue from the U- 
terus; and this we declared in the hear- 
ing of many perſons of diſtindtion, who 
were then preſent : and I well remember, 
the room being very full, I detired if 
there was any perſon preſent willing to 
examine her, that they would do it then 
while her pains were upon her. Accord» 
_ Ingly, ſeveral perſons did examine her, 
and declared to the ſame purpoſe ; after 
having received ſeveral pains, they, to- 
gether with the other ſymptoms of ap- 
proaching labour, vaniſhed on the ſud- 
den, as formerly. 


In the evening, Thomas Howard, 
porter to Mr. Lacy's Bagnio, made an 
information againſt Mary Toft, before 


Sir 
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Sir Thomas Clarges, bart. one of his 


Majeſty's juſtices of peace, concerning a 
Rabbet ſhe had clandeſlinely procured by 
his aſſiſtance; upon which ſhe was taken 
into cuſtody, and ftrifily examined by 
Sir Thomas: ſhe very obſtinately denied 
all the porter had ſwern; but her ſiſter, 
who had nurſſed her, being examined to 
the ſaid fact upon oath, acknowledged 
the procuring the Rabbet in a clandeſtine 
manner; but that it was not deſigned for 
the uſe we ſuſpected, but for eating only. 


Soon after Mary Toft confeſſed ſhe 
had procured the Rabbet, according to 
the porters difpoſition, but that it was her 
intention to cat it, ſhe having longed for 
it, and mot obſtinately perſiſted that ſhe 
was ftill big with a Rabbet. 


I ax ſame evening I examined hey 
again, and her Uterus appeared to me 


to 


— ———— — 


( 234) 


to contain ſomething of ſubſtance in it; 
where upon I earneſtly prefled Sir Thomas 
Clarges that ſhe might not be ſent to pri- 
ſon. that night, being flill apprehenſive 
there might ſomething come from her 
Uterus in a little time; and, as the fraud 
was not fully deteded, I judged it might 
prove of very ill conſequence to remove 
ker till the whole was found out, 


Ox Monday the 5th, I gave my opi- 
pinion to Sir Thomas, concerning Mary 
Toft, and leſt he ſhould commit her to 
priſon, I ſpeke to ſeveral perſons of di- 
ſtindion, and that day wrote to the ho- 
nourable Mr. Molyneux to afiſt me in 
that affair, well knowing how induſtrious 
they bad always been, in endeavouring 
to find ont this ſuppoſed fraud; for I be- 
lieved a ſudden commitment of her to 
priſon before the cheat did manifeſtly ap- 


Pear, 
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pear, would be a means of preventing 2 
diſcovery ; The copy of my ſaid letter is 
as follows, 


To the Hon, Mr. MoLinzux, 


Dr AA Sin, 


1% Have, fincs | left you, very ma · 
5 turely coaſidered what you ſaid 
«© this morning, and the contents cf the 
letter franked by Lord Onſlow, which 
«« you alſo ſhewed us, importing a dife 
* coyery of a fraud in the affair in the 
6 country; and adding, that, to what 
happened to myſelf at Guildford, in 
6 relation to my taking away from the 
„ Vigina of Mary Toft, the Godalming 
“% woman, What ] call a piece of hog's 
bladder, and the diſpoſition about the 

„ Rabbet 
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Rabbet laſt Sunday night, which 1 
heard Thomas Howard, the porter of 
Lacy's Bagnio, make before Sir Tho- 
mas Clarges, in the preſence of ſeveral 
perſons of quality, and the unnatural-- 
neſs of the prodnction, ſuppoſed to 
have been; all this I ſay, laid together, 
is to me ſuch evidence of roguery, as 
makes me rongly believe the whole 
to be a fraud. Therefore, that our 
endeavouts fully to detect the cheat 
may prove moſt effectual, and the un- 
natural impoſture may moſt clearly 
appear to the publick, I think Mary 
Toft ſhould by no means be ſent to pri- 
ſon, till the truth comes out; but that 
ſhe ſhould rather be kept, and moſt 
ſtrictly watched in ſome private houſe, 
where all perſons, thoſe of the faculty 
eſpecially, may have free and conve- 
nient acceſs to her, which a priſon will 

% not 
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& not ſo well afford, till the matter be as 
&« plainly and fully detected as poſſible; 
© for which purpoſe, I will wait upoa 
« Sir Thomas Clarges to take meaſures 
„ accordingly ; and, if you will give 
«« leave, will call en you as I come from 


6 him, to acquaint you with our reſolu- 


*« tions. 
I am, 
SIR, 
Your moſt humble Servant, 
Dec. 6, | | 
1726. 


R. Manningham. 
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Ar rzx ſome difficulty, I prevailed with 
Sir Thomas Clarges to let her remain in 
the cuſtody of the high conſtable of Weft- 
minſter, at Mr, Lacy's bagnion, till the 
cheat ſhould be fo und out, or at leaſt for 
a few days longer, to which he agreed, 


i 


On Tueſday the 6th, Sir Thomas 

threatened her ſeverely, and began to ap- 
pear the moſt propereſt phyſician in her 
caſe, and his remedies took place, and 
ſeemed to promiſe a perfect cure; fer we 
heard no more of her former labour-like 


pains, 


I urged her very much to confeſs the 
truth; and told. her, I believed her to be 
an impoſtgx, and that ſhe was differently 
formed from other women, having ſome 
peculiar way of conveying pieces of Rab- 
bets into her Uterus, and of impoſing 


upon 
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upon the wotld by ker motions and painz, 


and therefore I reſolved to try a very pain- 
ful experiment upon her, and was accord- 
ingly prepared for that purpoſe; whereas 

if ſhe would ingemoufly confeſs the whole 
truth, I would ſpeak to ſeveral of the 
nobility in her behalf, ſome of whom 
then preſent promiſed her their good of- 
fices on on the like condition, 


I aſſured her alſo there was no time 
left for delay; and if ſhe would not con- 


feſs, I ſhould immediately proceed to the = 


operation. . 
\ 


Tarxsx threats made great impreſſion, 


upon her, and being withal in a moſt par- 
ticular manner exhorted by his grace the 
duke of Montague, lord Beltimore, Dr, 
Douglaſs, and myſelf, to make a free and 
open confeſſion, before it ſhould be done 
Vor. III. * by 


* 
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by any other perſon in the country, and 
to avcid ſo*terrible an operation ; ſhe at 
laſt begged very heartily to be let alone 
till the next morning, and if ſhe did not 
then confeſs, I miget proceed as I pleaſed. 


Ac coRDINGLY on Wedneſday, De- 
cember 7, in the morning, in the pre- 
ſence of the two noblemen before - men- 
tioned, Dr. Douglas and myſelf, ſhe be“ 
gan her con ſeſſion of the fraud; and in 
her confeſſion ſhe owned, That upon her 
miſcarrying ſhe wes ſeized with violent 
floodings, and the womb was then as ſhe 
thought open as if ſhe had been juft de- 
livered of a full grown child, ſhedid verily 
believe one of her wicked accomplices did 
then convey into hcr womb part of the 
monſter (as fhe calls it) being the claws 
and body of a cat, and the head of a rab- 
bet ; this put her to much pain : after 


6 


that time ſhe believed nothing was ever 
put into her womb, but into the paſſage 
only, by the advice of a woman accom- 
plice whom ſhe has not yet named, and 
who told her ſhe had now no occaſion to 
work for her living as formerly, for (h: 
would put her into a way of getting a very 
good livelihood, and promiled continually 
to ſupply her with Rabbets, and ſhould 
therefore expect part of the gain, or to 
that effect. Mary Toft aſked what way 
that was. The woman told her ſhe muſt 
put up her body ſo many pieces of Rab- 
tets as would make up the number of 
Rabbets which a doe Kabbeteutually kins 
dles at one time, otherwiſe ſhe would be 
ſaſpeded. Mary Toft aſked how many 
that was, the woman told her, foinetimes 
thirteen, 


Fon that time Mary Toft did often, 
2-2 by 
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by the aſſiſtance of that woman, convey 
parts of Rabbets into her Body, till at laſt 
ſhe could doit by berſelf, as ſhe had an 


opportunity, and that ſhe did continue 
ſo te do. 


Now, by the conſtant Irritationof theſe 
extraneous bodies, thus artfully conveyed 
into her Vagina, the whole Uteius ſuf- 
fered much, and became larger in bulk 
than it ought to be in its natural ſtate; 
and the bones and other parts of thoſe 
Rablets, ſo conveyed into the Vagina, 
did often offend the neck of the Uterns, 
which, togetier with artful managment 
of heifclt, did occaſion thoſe violent 
be.ring-down pains, which came on by 
intervals, and very exactly counterfeited 
the true labour-pains. The motions of 
her belly were partly artifice, and partly 
real convulſions ; for I often obſerved ſome 
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of the motions in her ſoundeft ſleep, and 


even ſince ſhe has confeſs'd the fraud, part 
of her motions bcing involuntary. 


' Mary Torr owned there was nothing 
in ber pallage, when lexamined her, only 
that time when I took the, piece of blad- 
der from her, which fhe had pnt iato 
her body alittle before I came to her, on 
Monday the 28th of November, 1726, 
about eight in the evening; and ever ſince 
that time ſhe was afraid to put any thing 
Into her body, hecauſe I had often told 
her, if I found twenty Rabbets at times 
in her body, it would go for nothing 
with me; for | ſhou'd never be convinced, 
unleſs I did take ſome parts of Rabberwfrom 
out of the the very womb it ſelf, which I 
was very well aſſured could never be put 
there by art, 
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Da. Douglaſs who was ſo kind as to 
write down her confeſſion from her own 
mouth, will I hope ſhortly oblige the 
world with it at large, when ſhe has diſ- 
covered the whole. | 


Thus have I given a full and faith- 
ful account of every material thing which 
occurred to me during my conſtant atten- 
dance upon Mary Tofr, from Monday ihe 
28th of November, 1926, to December 
the 7th following, which I theught my- 
{elf obliged to communicate to the world, 

x 26 ug Nor their ſatisfaction, as the juſli- 
ſicat ion of my own conduct. 


December 8, R. Mannin gham. 


6 0 65 
. 


